Carol Jago's Four Boxes
I've adapted her technique listed in the book, so that Elementary and Middle school students working
on Shakespeare can use it as well.
1. Begin with a large sheet of white paper and have the class fold it into fours.
2. Based on in-class reading or discussion of a theme or plot within the play (revenge, Prospero frees
Ariel, Proteus lies to the Duke, friendship, etc.), have the students, in the FIRST BOX, draw a picture of a
powerful image they had during the reading or discussion. You may assign the entire class one theme or
plot or you could have the students choose the image that spoke strongest to them. This image may or
may not directly relate to the example within the play- the student may chose to represent something
from their life or the play, whichever is stronger. Not everyone's an artist- and artistic talent is not
required- just a sincere effort to get at what's in their mind's eye. Encourage them to draw a metaphor of
those thoughts, feelings, or themes.
3. In the SECOND BOX, put that picture into words. Ariel is a cloud that wears cinderblock boots. She flies
around and stuff, but she's still stuck in the mud and can't blow away like the other clouds. 4. In the
THIRD BOX, have the students pretend that they are the teacher. Have them write down what or how
they would teach the theme or plot discussed.
5. In the FOURTH BOX, have them write a poem, create a word collage, write a quote from the play, a
piece of a song, or in any other way that suited them to respond to the scene or theme drawn.
It can take a single class period or be stretched out over two or three. It provides the option of allowing
students to explore themes or scenes that they found powerful in the play and the opportunity to
examine this moment from various perspectives.

