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Question 3

Sample Identifier: I
Score: 9

•

Begins with a complex tri-part definition of creativity; "innovation," "novelty," adaptability,"
anchored by various examples: a candle and wax problem/solution as an example of innovation and
Beethoven's music as an example of novelty.

•

Asserts that the classroom instruction must be modified to promote the values associated with

creativity and assesses the problems of teaching creativity in the current environment focused on
standardization: "In a time-constrained world with daily deadlines and time limits, risk taking and

•

experimentation is punished in favor of production of canned responses."
Uses the example of Gauss to characterize the shortcomings of rote classroom instruction and a

•
•

Fully assesses whether or not the various elements of creativity can be taught.
Demonstrates impressive control of language, thoroughness of development, precision of

creative response to it

explanation, and sophistication in argument
•

Earned a score of 9

Sample Identifier: H
Score: 8

•

Implicitly defines creativity throughout the essay: "one of the most important skills a person can
have . is also hardest to teach," "inventing is the process of combining new and untested ideas,"
and "there is plenty of room for creativity and innovation in math and science."

•

Argues there should not be a specific class devoted to creativity; rather, classes ought to be

•

Aptly chooses science classes as examples because they are not usually associated with creativity.

•

•

identifies the rote learning that in these classes and then specifies what must be taught in addition
to stimulate creativity: "[T]he theory and principles behind these concepts are just as important."
Is an example of an effective paper with appropriate and convincing evidence and explanations.

•

Earned a score of 8.

restructured with the purpose of promoting creativity and inducing critical thinking.

Sample Identifier: G
Score:7

•

Addresses both parts of the prompt by defining creativity ("the ability to suspend conventional
thinking in favor of unconventional thinking") and arguing that a class in creativity would prepare
students for a forward looking workplace and augment conceptual ability through "instilifing]

•

Presents appropriate evidence and explanations: "|C]reati.vity will prove to be an asset when thinking

unconventional thinking."

of different solutions to every day problems."

•

Demonstrates a more mature prose style and more thorough development than a 6.

•

Presents more sophisticated reasoning than an 6: Classes that foster creativity would be less stressful
than math classes and "[Tjhere should be a class in creativity because it improves the atmosphere of

•

Earned a score of 7

the school"
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Sample Identifier: F
Score: 6

•

Argues that the regimentation of the classroom suppresses creativity; advocates for the open
discussion of material in the class as well as the development of ungraded exercises in the form of
journals in which a student "could truly show his or her intelligence and develop an interest in the
subject matter "

•

Provides appropriate reasoning, though not especially full or precise (eg, "Grades limit students to

follow the formula of memorization" or "By creating a more creative curriculum, you will help students
achieve success later in life").
•

Earned a score of 6

Sample Identifier: E
Score: 5

•

Identifies the structured school system as the source of the problem for the failure to develop
creativity in students

•

Defines creativity "as the ability to solve a problem in a non-standard way."

•

Uses own and brother's experience, which, though apt, is limited

•

Takes a stand against establishing a class on creativity but doesn't explain the recommended
alternative: cultivating creativity more in existing classes

•

Begins strongly with a clear definition and position (demonstrating some characteristics of a 6 paper),
but ends weakly, especially in the insufficient development of its argument (demonstrating some
characteristics of a 4 paper)

•

Earned a score of 5.

Sample Identifier: D
Score:

•

4

Inadequately argues a position on whether or how creativity should be included in the education
curriculum

•

Does cite relevant personal examples and, m the last sentence of the essay, appears to favor
instruction that would spark creativity,

•

Describes how science courses and clubs cultivate creativity (robotics project) but ultimately
provides insufficient explanation of how these examples inform the place of creativity in the
curriculum.

•

Does not explain how creativity cultivated in science projects might have a broader or more universal
application in keeping with the writer's allusion to national and international problems

•

Earned a score of 4

Sample Identifier: G
Score:

•

3

Uses generally relevant claims: "|C]reativity can prepare you for the future Creativity can help spark
numerous amounts of ideas and ways of thinking."

•

Attempts to establish a line of reasoning which, however, tenuous, supports the position that a
creative thinking class is needed.

.--

•

Demonstrates less success than a 4 in its explanations and provides no examples.
Earned a score of 3.
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Sample Identifier: B
Score: 2

•

•

Asserts that a creativity class is needed.

Demonstrates little success in explaining what is meant by creativity and arguing for or against the
creation of a class in creativity

•

Includes irrelevant points: the role of parents in assessing creativity; the assessment of weak

•

Earned a score of 2.

teaching in the curriculum.

Sample Identifier: A
Score:

•

1

Attempts to define creativity and implies that it should not be taught: "We don't learn creativity. We
are basically born with it."

•

•

bias difficulty sequencing sentences
Is weak in control of language.

•

Earned a score of 1.
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