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Question 2

Sample Identifier: I
Score:

9

Effectively analyzes the rhetorical strategies Adams uses to advise her son in the context of
parenting: "parents need to strike a delicate balance between the demonstration of love and the
reiteration of principles when instructing their children."

Develops the analysis with appropriate and convincing evidence and explanation, recognizing
both the personal and political appeals and their implications.
Piovides especially thorough development of the political aspects; for example, in Adams'
reference to Cicero: "Building on this example, she sets up a contrast between a dormant man in
'retirement' (36) and a hero in harsh times, suggesting her son follow the lifestyle of the latter."
Demonstrates especially full, controlled development with effective diction, and sophisticated use
of evidence

Earned a score of 9.

Sample Identifier: H
Score: 8

•

Effectively analyzes the rhetorical strategies Adams uses to advise her son, making strong links
between strategies and purpose; for example, to conclude the second paragraph: "The positive
emotions Adams creates serve to be efficient in their purpose of motivating and guiding her son

down the right path while also being mindful of his own fears and insecurities "

•

Uses appropriate and convincing evidence and explanations, particularly concise and apt analysis of

•

Adams' use of sentence structure, concluding, "As the reader is jolted by these spots of extreme
clarity, they become more motivated to listen to what she is saying."
Demonstrates a consistent ability to control a wide range of the elements of effective writing.

•

Earned a score of 8

Sample Identifier; G
Score: 7

•

•

Adequately analyzes the rhetorical strategies Adams uses to advise her son, enhanced by particularly
coherent writing and use of historical context: "Just as Abigail Adams would persuade her husband
to support ideas like women's suffrage almost a century before the rest of the nation listened, she
employed language to influence her son "
Uses sufficient and appropriate evidence to weave the discussion of gender into the analysis without,

digressing: "women were advised to stay out of the political sphere" and "her appeals to her authority
as well as ethics proved to be a potent combination that allowed her to assert her voice before other
women could "

•

Demonstrates a more mature prose style and more complete explanation

•

Earned a score of 7

Sample Identifier: F
Score: 6

•

Adequately analyzes rhetorical strategies Adams uses to advise her son, providing a straightforward,
clear opening, although "expectations" is not really a "strategy."
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•

Develops analysis with appropriate and sufficient evidence and explanations and uses effective
transitions in developing the argument; for example, "To further augment the effect and power of her
advice, Adams invokes several authorities and role models in her letter, to both increase her
credibility as an advisor and give her son people to emulate."

•

Develops sufficient and appropriate evidence through the sense of John Adams' role in history and

•

her son's duty and states that she "reminds her son of his legendary father."
Although adequate, the analysis remains at a high level of generality

•

Earned a score of 6

Sample Identifier: E
Score: 5

Inconsistently moves in and out of summary and analysis.

Misapplies "reverse psychology" but adequately conveys the nature of the mother-son relationship
Adams assumes "For John Qumcy, this confidence in him from his mother makes it seem awful to

let her down, therefore trying even harder to 'honor [his] country' and please his mother"

Understands the metaphor of the river, but somewhat lacks control when the writer attempts to
explain it.

Generally, conveys the writer's ideas.
Earned a score of 5

Sample Identifier: D
Score: 4

•

Accurately identifies some rhetorical strategies ("pathos, rhetorical questions and repetition") Adams
uses to advise her son, but inadequately establishes the link between these strategies and the
purpose and context of the letter

•

Uses insufficient evidence and explanation; for example, the link between "pathos to express her love
to her son" and her "pride in her son" is insufficient.

•

Uses generally clear prose but is insufficient in explaining its central concepts (e.g., the writer's point
about how repeating words that "relate to war and tyranny" indicate Adams' ambition for her son).

•

Earned a score of 4

Sample Identifier: C
Score: 3

•

Identifies some rhetorical strategies ("grim diction and strong figurative language to adopt a
cautionary tone") but inadequately analyzes them

•

Provides a structure and attempt at analysis similar to a 4 but is less successful in analyzing the

«

Demonstrates some misunderstanding of the passage in its focus on "traveling," claiming that

rhetorical strategies

.::

•

Adams "wishes her son well on his voyage "
Carries this misunderstanding throughout the essay
Earned a score ol 3,
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Sample Identifier: B
Score: 2

•

Demonstrates little success in analyzing the rhetorical strategies Adams uses to advise her son,
misreading the passage frequently: "|S]he seems envious in that she will not be able to go with
them."

•

Demonstrates little success in recognizing strategies, often resorting to inaccurate summary rather
than analysis

•

Use of diction is unsophisticated and lacks control.

•

Earned a score of 2,

Sample Identifier; A
Score:

1

•

Attempts to identify rhetorical strategies Adams uses to advise her son but is especially simplistic
and lacking in development

•

Misreads the passage.

•

Reveals an inability to use the language of analysis and is weak in its control of language.

•

Earned a score of 1.
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