Multiple Choice General Instructions: The multiple choice section of the recent exams
consists of 50-55 questions on four to six passages which have to be answered in one hour.
Strategies that help students consist of reading comprehension practices and familiarity with
the exam structure.
1. Quickly survey ALL of the reading passages and note the number of questions attached to
each one. Start with the passage that you think you might understand the best AND has a
significant number of questions attached to it. After you have worked through that passage,
attack the passage that is your second favorite, and so on. This means that you might complete
the last passage first if you think that is your best passage, while leaving the first passage for
last (because you feel it is your weakest).
2. Skim the questions, not the choices or distracters, to identify what the constructors of the
test think is important in the passage.
3. The directions are always the same for each section: “Read the following passage carefully
before you choose your answer." Remember that the questions that say “Not, Least, and
Except are really well crafted true/false or yes/no questions which are time bandits.
4. Aggressively attack the questions. Remember that questions do NOT become more difficult
as they progress.
5. Don't be afraid to use the test as a source of information. Sometimes, another question will
help you answer the one you are stuck on.
6. Read the questions CAREFULLY! Many wrong answers stem from misreading the question;
know what is being asked.
7. Read the introductory paragraph and the last paragraph and mark the key topic.
8. Mark any rhetorical shifts usually indentified with conjunctions such as But, Although, Since,
etc.
9. Read the passages actively by circling the items that seem to be addressed in the questions.
Draw lines from the question to the line reference in the passage to save time finding the lines
later.
10. Read a few lines before and a few lines after a line question (usually a sentence) to make
sure your inference is correct.
11. Be deliberate in your reading; words are there for a reason. Do not imagine what isn't
there.
12. Read the questions crossing out obvious wrong answers: a question that contradicts the
passage, is irrelevant to the passage, or repeats the same information in more than one
question. Remember: Read all the choices, but there is only one right answer: mark and move
on.
13. All questions follow the order of appearance in the passage; nothing is out of sequence.
14. In paired passages the first questions address the first passage; then, the second passage is
addressed. Questions that deal with both passages are at the end of the selection.
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15. Watch your time by avoiding a re-reading the passage. READ CAREFULLY the first time.
16. Do not linger, obsess, or dither over any one question. You should move at a brisk, but
comfortable pace throughout the questions.
17. Go over the test when you are finished. When you go over the test, make sure you read
the question correctly and that you answered what it asked. Do not change answers unless you
are certain that you made a mistake. If you are not absolutely sure the answer you want to
change is incorrect, go with your first impression. Almost without fail, first associations are
correct.
18. With approximately 90 seconds left to go in this one-hour section, pick a letter and bubble
in any remaining answers. You should complete the test as thoughtfully as possible for 58-59
minutes and then fill in any remaining empty bubbles in the last 90 seconds.
Since this is a skill-based test: there is little chance that you will have seen the passages before,
but the questions the test asks focus on higher-level reading skills.
Helpful Reminder: Until your brain is warm and focused, you will have a tendency to miss
questions. So, be very careful with your first few questions of the test and your first couple of
questions on a new passage.
Reminder Two: Students tend to lose focus and confidence during this section of the test. As a
result, students will miss a series of questions because of lost concentration and internal
doubts.
For this first section of the AP Literature exam, you are allotted 1 hour to answer between 45
and 55 objective questions on five to seven prose and poetry selections. The prose passages
may come from works of fiction or drama. You can expect the poems to be complete and from
different time periods and of different styles and forms. In other words, you will not find two
Shakespearean sonnets on the same exam.
These are not easy readings. They are representative of the college-level work you have been
doing throughout the year. You will be expected to:
• Follow sophisticated syntax
• Respond to diction
• Be comfortable with upper-level vocabulary
• Be familiar with literary terminology
• Make inferences
• Be sensitive to irony and tone
• Recognize components of style
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The multiple choice questions are designed to assess your understanding of:
The meaning of the selection,
Your ability to draw inferences,
Your ability to see implications,
How a writer develops ideas;
Therefore, the questions will be factual, technical, analytical, and inferential
Some Other Tips for Multiple-Choice Tests
Multiple choice items consist of a question or an incomplete statement, called the "stem,"
followed by five choices. Most often only one is the correct or "best" answer and the others are
called distracters or decoys. A few strategies can help you do your best on multiple choice tests.
First, cover the answers to an item and read only the stem of the question. See if you
can provide the correct answer without having to be prompted by the choices. If an answer
comes to mind, then look at the choices and select it if it is listed there.
If you apply the first strategy and no answer pops into your head, try the second: join
each choice to the question or the stem and consider it as a true/false item. The answer
that sounds most valid or "most true" should be your choice.
And third, test designers are often limited in their "supply of decoys," and as a result
will make up terms to use for that purpose or utilize obscure terms. If you have been studying
regularly and have done a good job of preparing for the test, you should not choose an answer
that sounds totally new to you.
Remember that the “distracters” are usually written as almost correct. It is your task to
effectively think through the question to make sure that you select the correct answer.
If you find yourself having to guess on multiple-choice items, you might keep the following tip
in mind.
If two of the choices have balanced phrasing or echo each other, choose one or the other.
Again, human nature comes into play in this tendency. If the correct answer on a nursing
test on the effect of a given drug is "lowers body temperature," it might be logical for the
first decoy item that pops into the teacher's mind to be "raises body temperature." When
researchers analyzed a wide range of teachers' tests, they found that the correct answer is
often one of the phrases that has a parallel or "echoed" decoy item.

32

