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Additional Info:

Those of us who care about the young and their education must find ways to remember

what teaching and learning are really about. We must find ways to keep our hearts alive as
we serve our students. Poetry has the power to keep us vital and focused on what really
matters in life and in schooling. Teaching with Fire is a wonderful collection of eighty-eight
poems from such well-loved poets as Walt Whitman, Langston Hughes, Billy Collins, Emily
Dickinson, and Pablo Neruda. Each of these evocative poems is accompanied by a brief
story from a teacher explaining the significance of the poem in his or her life's work. This
beautiful book also includes an essay that describes how poetry can be used to grow both
personally and professionally.

Teaching With Fire was written in partnership with the Center for Teacher Formation and the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. Royalties from this book will be used to fund scholarship
opportunities for teachers to grow and learn. (From the Publisher)
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Emily Dickinson’s “The Chariot” (Judy R. Smith)
Alfred, Lord Tennyson’s “Crossing the Bar” (Marj Vandenack)


William Stafford’s “The Way It Is” (Lisa Drumheller Sudar)

Walt Whitman’s Preface to “Leaves of Grass” [Excerpt] (Lori Douglas)


Langston Hughes’s “Dream Deferred” (Heather Kirkpatrick)
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Stephen Sondheim’s “Children Will Listen” (Don Shalvey)
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Linda McCarriston’s “Hotel Nights with My Mother” (Wanda S. Praisner)


Lucile Burt’s “Melissa Quits School” (Leslie Rennie-Hill)

Holding On

Denise Levertov’s “Witness” (Robert Kunzman)


Octavio Paz’s “After” (Catherine Johnson)
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Annie Dillard’s “Teaching a Stone to Talk” [Excerpt] (Libby Roberts)

David Whyte’s “Sweet Darkness” submitted( Jeanine O’Connell)


Rubin Alves’s “Tomorrow’s Child” (Sarah Smith)
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Gary Snyder’s “What Have I Learned” (Perie Longo)
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