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AP® English Literature and Composition 2022 Free-Response Questions

ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION
SECTION I

Total time—2 hours

3 Questions

Question 1

(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts as one-third of the total essay section score.)

In Richard Blanco’s poem “Shaving,” published in 1998, the speaker writes about the act of shaving. Read the poem
carefully. Then, in a well-written essay, analyze how Blanco uses literary elements and techniques to develop the
speaker’s complex associations with the ritual of shaving.

In your response you should do the following:

* Respond to the prompt with a thesis that presents a defensible interpretation.
* Select and use evidence to support your line of reasoning.
* Explain how the evidence supports your line of reasoning.
 Use appropriate grammar and punctuation in communicating your argument.

I am not shaving, I'm writing about it.

And I conjure the most elaborate idea—
how my beard is a creation of silent labor
like ocean steam rising to form clouds,

or the bloom of spiderwebs each morning;
the discrete mystery of how whiskers grow,
like the drink roses take from the vase,

or the fall of fresh rain, becoming

a river, and then rain again, so silently.

I think of all these slow and silent forces
and how quietly my father’s life passed us by.

I think of those mornings, when I am shaving,

and remember him in a masquerade of foam, then,
as if it was his beard I took the blade to,

the memory of him in tiny snips of black whiskers
swirling in the drain—dead pieces of the self
from the face that never taught me how to shave.

Shaving
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His legacy of whiskers that grow like black seeds
sown over my cheek and chin, my own flesh.

I am not shaving, but I will tell you about the
mornings

with a full beard and the blade in my hand,

when my eyes don’t recognize themselves

in a mirror echoed with a hundred faces

I have washed and shaved—it is in that split second,

when perhaps the roses drink and the clouds form,

when perhaps the spider spins and rain transforms,

that I most understand the invisibility of life

and the intensity of vanishing, like steam

at the slick edges of the mirror, without a trace.

“Shaving” from City of a Hundred Fires by Richard Blanco, © 1998. All
rights are controlled by the University of Pittsburgh Press, Pittsburgh, PA
15260. Used by permission of the University of Pittsburgh Press.

Begin your response to this question at the top of a new page in the separate Free Response booklet
and fill in the appropriate circle at the top of each page to indicate the question number.
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AP English Literature and Composition 2022 Scoring Guidelines

Question 1: Poetry Analysis

version 1.0

6 points

In Richard Blanco’s poem “Shaving,” published in 1998, the speaker writes about the act of shaving. Read the poem carefully. Then, in a well-written
essay, analyze how Blanco uses literary elements and techniques to develop the speaker’s complex associations with the ritual of shaving.

In your response you should do the following:

Respond to the prompt with a thesis that presents a defensible interpretation.
Select and use evidence to support your line of reasoning.

Explain how the evidence supports your line of reasoning.

Use appropriate grammar and punctuation in communicating your argument.

© 2022 College Board



AP English Literature and Composition 2022 Scoring Guidelines version 1.0
Reportin . .
Ca’i):egoryg Scoring Criteria
Row A 0 points 1 point
Thesis For any of the following: Responds to the prompt with a thesis that presents a defensible interpretation
(0-1 points) e There is no defensible thesis. of the poem.

e The intended thesis only restates the prompt.

e The intended thesis provides a summary of the issue with no apparent or
coherent claim.

e Thereis a thesis, but it does not respond to the prompt.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Responses that do not earn this point:

e Only restate the prompt.

e Make a generalized comment about the poem that doesn’t respond to the
prompt.

e Describe the poem or features of the poem rather than making a claim that
requires a defense.

Examples that do not earn this point:
Restate the prompt

e “The poet develops the complex associations with shaving through the use of
several literary techniques.”

e “In his poem ‘Shaving,” published in 1998, Richard Blanco presents a speaker
that writes about the act of shaving and his complex relationship with it.”

Do not relate to the prompt

e “The loss of a parent is a difficult one, something that many people have to
deal with as they get older.”

Describe the poem or features of the poem

e “Blanco’s poem is made up of three stanzas that talk about shaving. He uses
figurative language to convey many of his ideas.”

Responses that earn this point:

e Provide a defensible interpretation of the speaker’s complex associations
with the ritual of shaving.

Examples that earn this point:
Provide a defensible interpretation

e “In the 1998 poem ‘Shaving,’ Richard Blanco employs the literary technique
of stream of consciousness to show how the simple act of shaving inspires
complex associations with the father he barely knew.”

e  “The poem links the speaker’s daily ritual of shaving new growth to the
cycles of regeneration in nature and then ultimately to his father, whom he
starts to see reborn in himself.”

e  “Blanco uses vivid imagery and the presentation of the narrator’s thoughts
to reveal how the act of shaving connects the narrator to his father, who
seems to have died young, which then reminds the narrator of his own
mortality.”

Additional Notes:

e The thesis may be more than one sentence, provided the sentences are in close proximity.

e The thesis may be anywhere within the response.

e For athesis to be defensible, the poem must include at least minimal evidence that could be used to support that thesis; however, the student need not cite

that evidence to earn the thesis point.

e The thesis may establish a line of reasoning that structures the essay, but it needn’t do so to earn the thesis point.

e Athesis that meets the criteria can be awarded the point whether or not the rest of the response successfully supports that line of reasoning.

© 2022 College Board



AP English Literature and Composition 2022 Scoring Guidelines version 1.0

Reporting Scoring Criteria
Category
Row B 0 points 1 point 2 points 3 points 4 points
Evidence Simply restates thesis (if EVIDENCE: EVIDENCE: EVIDENCE: EVIDENCE:
AND present), repeats Provides evidence that is Provides some specific, relevant | Provides specific evidence to Provides specific evidence to
Commentary provided information, or | mostly general. evidence. support all claims in a line of support all claims in a line of
. offers information reasoning. reasoning.
(0-4 points) irrelevant to the prompt.
AND AND AND AND
COMMENTARY: COMMENTARY: COMMENTARY: COMMENTARY:
Summarizes the evidence Explains how some of the Explains how some of the Consistently explains how the
but does not explain how evidence relates to the evidence supports a line of evidence supports a line of
the evidence supports the student’s argument, but no line reasoning. reasoning.
student’s argument. of reasoning is established, or
. L AND AND
the line of reasoning is faulty.
Explains how at least one Explains how multiple literary
literary element or technique elements or techniques in the
in the poem contributes to its poem contribute to its meaning.
meaning.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that Typical responses that earn Typical responses that earn Typical responses that earn Typical responses that earn
earn 0 points: 1 point: 2 points: 3 points: 4 points:
e Areincoherent or do e Tend to focus on e Consist of a mix of specific e Uniformly offer evidence to e Uniformly offer evidence to
not address the summary or description of evidence and broad support claims. support claims.
prompt. a poem rather than generalities. e Focus on the importance of e  Focus on the importance of
e May be just opinion specific details or e May contain some simplistic, specific words and details specific words and details from
with no textual techniques. inaccurate, or repetitive from the poem to build an the poem to build an
references or e Mention literary explanations that don’t interpretation. interpretation.
references that are elements, devices, or strengthen the argument. e Organize an argument as a e Organize and support an
irrelevant. techniques with little or e May make one point well but line of reasoning composed argument as a line of reasoning
no explanation. either do not make multiple of multiple supporting composed of multiple
supporting claims or do not claims. supporting claims, each with
adequately support more e Commentary may fail to adequate evidence that is
than one claim. integrate some evidence or clearly explained.

e Do not explain the fail to support a key claim. e  Explain how the writer’s use of
connections or progression multiple literary techniques
between the student’s claims, contributes to the student’s
so a line of reasoning is not interpretation of the poem.

clearly established.

Additional Notes:

e Writing that suffers from grammatical and/or mechanical errors that interfere with communication cannot earn the fourth point in this row.

e To earn the fourth point in this row, the response may observe multiple instances of the same literary element or technique if each instance further contributes
to the meaning of the poem.

© 2022 College Board



AP English Literature and Composition 2022 Scoring Guidelines version 1.0

Reporting Scoring Criteria
Category
Row C 0 points 1 point
Sophistication | Does not meet the criteria for one point. Demonstrates sophistication of thought and/or develops a complex literary
(0-1 points) argument.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Responses that do not earn this point: Responses that earn this point may demonstrate a sophistication of thought or

e Attempt to contextualize their interpretation, but such attempts develop a complex literary argument by doing any of the following:

consist predominantly of sweeping generalizations (“Human 1. Identifying and exploring complexities or tensions within the poem.
experiences always include...” OR “In a world where...” OR “Since the 2. |llluminating the student’s interpretation by situating it within a broader context.
beginning of time...”). 3. Accounting for alternative interpretations of the poem.

e Only hint at or suggest other possible interpretations (“While another 4. Employing a style that is consistently vivid and persuasive.
reader may see...” OR “Though the poem could be said to...”).

e Make a single statement about how an interpretation of the poem
comments on something thematic without consistently maintaining
that thematic interpretation.

e Oversimplify complexities in the poem.

e Use complicated or complex sentences or language that is ineffective
because it does not enhance the student’s argument.

Additional Notes:

e This point should be awarded only if the sophistication of thought or complex understanding is part of the student’s argument, not merely a phrase or
reference.

© 2022 College Board
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Important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question 3 @
that corresponds to the question you
are answering on this page. ® O O

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.
In Richavd Blanco's “Thaving, ¥he elaborase yse of Similes and the

deg ot shawng trself as g ymetaphor  fov ftherly tvaas in the narator's g memores
portvays that lige 15 fragiic and silertly slips by, just 1R A & the pipiscle
goath vnpere\able growth of whikers ov & beard, and +hat while

suth changes ave oHen oveviooked , one Wnyana n Nife @n allgw, one o
Pvie swh changes jas Hioe o escential o the identity. of  an indjvidual.
In the keginmng At NIRRT Stavds ot by w nquring the for mation of

A beard 4o ¢\abovmie dﬂu'rlm':nns of  "gilent labor " Tlike ocean sityim
'fis'unq vy Fovim clovdy; or the Lioomn of smd:m"“ each movninq'”
The simile wmpaving The Growtrh of Hw bear d o H nagewy of

o Leyn watcr ris'\ntj RVIRS fo povhay wih cjmw’rh of hdy as ynptvuvable,
Yet can 4 create a large etiect iy & i the long vun o just ik how
it euapomﬂon of¢ Wwater i3 Uhdble o be seel with +Hw hajked eye,
yet . It allows He forpeon of large peraivable cloudi W the SKy.

Tha quﬁ"n of haw, Vst like the e civavlation of wakr fenm Hhe
oin o th sy ag e warer ifself Changes Phasc , but doey I’M’chuhg—c
# oleciar (dentiy .S dlio 4 Symbol A for e PUisage of fimesand Hhe
idea of aging and [ife-€ver as-H lengn of hdir changes . ¥ wndividug| s
itimﬁhﬂ ffoys Hue same. Thiy idea of hair growthn and +« lent M
Chanci,c assciated with time portays +he ided that ife 4 connnvousiy
moves on and i com*muoushj Hoks, even €It 1 no‘rftrceimb,te fo

e pavmtor. The blooms ofspiterwebs also serve @ siminar purpose as
H fd@dao  yutgphor compaving spideruchs as Sowething Hrt can Hoom,
i a flawer, pofiays the prsence of life and u.‘mlﬁy,&vom , however,
Ht narwdor shidds fom s ethatal and €lim perepron of henr
9ww4h o the svddenmgnap fdth of Hle farther, [ga/ VAR
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Q1 Sample A 20of 3
- |
@ Important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question 3 “
that corresponds to the question you i
are answering on this page. L O @)

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines. s fkie
T haveatoy e calls e fother in a memony of which ke was
“in fny snips of black whisjes swichng in Y dvain — dead procs
of the se\F fom +k face Hhat never favght me how shave.” A4,
s Yo acof rhav'mcj acts as a Symbol of compating with vhe
confinual Netuvre o6 tme. as shaving wis of e "Sitkenr” qrowth
Of haiv , or Yhe pacs o U passage o time. By wmpadng th hanrbi
Wements o & fnelr passed fubur  with a suddcn,Jarnnq (op ia
hatr grwth indicates the abruptrass of +h futer's death B However,
'\Y‘Dﬁ'\mlluj , sweh death w ¢ duged bY the W wnparcavabie pmsa?,f, of hg
agan as f namior seems to kecall as 1f e fuber Slipped away from
life Slowly and  sikendly HASARM DN The bluck whiskers act as
a reminder of {le gww+h ot hdir , e passage of timne , and +He
Past  specificdlly as +e ad-of shaviag ityelf is im printed 1n
the naratvs mind a5 an achity chsely agociared to +hwic fortier,
Twiefore, suh acdkof shaving ot only acts as 4 remindcr of
the father’s death vt also o€ 1 tmpermanana of Ik and how
guen A% Slow grudh of ha rlike ﬂzg,bpu:vqrcnion of tine— tan be
halded nsantly, as for He Father becavie o€ his death,and for +he
soh, 4 figurative sTopping of time due fo dvfigipes ft mussive
impuck ok his father's death on  his individval idd:rl'f'l"f'y and life.

Tn addifion , Shaving seems hwqd}cas an exacndcd metaphor for le
anility o veflest and "stop ', fipwe as " ach of wting 1 grwth of
% ha ¥ wmmn’rnm\j Chﬂnq&s e course of qﬂ)wﬂn.m e narvatpr realls,
befoft Shawing , Ins face wrimhed a AN beard ... Cash ] eyes don't

Ftwgni2e Alamyeives v o wnivror echotd with a hended fras.”
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Important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question3
that corresponds to the question you
are answering on this page. ® O O

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.

ARy “Tresmagmimatitt T~y sag< ok LYes and recognifion acts
as d synechdoche fo poray the \dentity of th, parrate ifsels 4

eyes ave typeally associared wibh percpion and pevipective . T 4uet thut
W panaor 5 udine o Ve s own face acks a5 an indhartion
o e beavd | emment o i pass g of Hime, Indicdss that Yoo
Wwh sing of fime changes an indivdval drashically A over a long perrod,
E=Fo —Hpoew e harE—fhredes—ot- Tl fuct Hhat
shaving , can, in a SpIit second” revert Haw pareror +o & wheve
tvoses dank and douds foem " indicabes +k pousr of e @ctof rhmm/
o Ceemingly swp e pucage of tins and dllow Ht narrator to feflet on
Wi e T addinun ebnckbioetmpornedilidt.... e rspefition of tle
vam omilts ay ed in the beginning of He peem indicate that o
th vareate, fha adk of shawag.bnags him back o fie past,wheve
eweryrhing seevved alm and hanquil. However , sina 455 s also the
Prescm , W meron sEswh (TS adfs 41 an indedfion of
cyclical natwe of e , @) one ending leudh fo emiicr bqﬁnmy,am{
vegardles of e everds that ocw 1 a (it Hime thad ey aldgr ar
indwdua |, Hiwe , and theefore i wnfinve o preyress. Hard ships may
Py peseiv Hemge lves , but 1168 gpes o and the Slow, vifent Wories

of Hima Continvously Changes 4n individva |
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Question1 Question2 Question3
o O @)

Important: Completely fill in the circle
that corresponds to the question you
are answering on this page.

Begin your response 1o each queuticn at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.

To e w/ 'Yhouing’’ Blante mw\'s ndu,raJ
.V_,“;I.;;‘.,‘:a;’- e e . AR
ﬂmw o’ Yhe Sgsakel 75 mj M
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P/rpkﬂn thad e ™ an endless byche a7
Corlfly ocous Tﬂﬁ On Yine 7 he oescsibes  how
HT% beac Sttt chﬂ ny betng 9imTlal Fo U Vhe
deimk (340 Q?or" Vs ng whith 1y a
M%anf oo Yhe § L'ahep Taw S Comr hi% CM
Jus ¥ Fkae ¥he i\ma- & ﬁs ﬁ"\‘?ﬂn Elom the
WW&W%&M on tCom
'»5 QW& Thd own be zeq’ tfe the Quf
Yho  SoeadheC bftores e B G similal fo
lﬂ) (ﬂ WY Servt- 8 4intg hp M him Yo glow
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\‘Lm Win
how Y,z §
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s sme— ok Ha¥ ek L,;memn T ¥re

fymbe
23

Wi M
Rectn 68 W5 30m. Blante mentfions botr, oF
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L Important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question 3 ‘|
that corresponds to the question you ‘
are answering on this page.  J O O |

Begin your response to each questton at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines. '{
P& a5 ?Mﬁ}"j A" Even TC Whe -9 o/n’f |
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Q1 Sample B

-

Important: Completely fill in the circle
that corresponds to the question you
are answering on this page.

Question1 Question2 Question3
@) O

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new ga Do not skip lines.
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}- Important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question 3
™= that corresponds to the question you

——
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are answering on this page. ® O O

- 1of

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.
In HSLM'VEMﬂ”’ A Faom by ﬂ‘chard Blamec FMHGA&C/ in J‘?QSZ
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® Important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question 3
that corresponds to the question you _
are answering on this page. L O O

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.

come Jo Herms with s bt Hhat —H«nﬁs will e=v’5n4*mffy
vanish, even h‘jk‘/‘ bebore him, This implios Hhat e speaker
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Q1 Sample D |
Important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question 3
that corresponds to the question you
are answering on this page. L O O
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Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.
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Mvadiag  Fhia £rd See A DR 'Hra;y'!“"‘P"Mk“) 1Paing, Oap
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AP® English Literature and Composition 2022 Scoring Commentary

Question 1 - Poetry Analysis

Sample Identifier: A
Score: 1-4-1

A. Thesis (0-1 points): 1

This thorough and insightful essay offers cogent analysis of Richard Blanco’s depiction of the
simple act of shaving in order to convey complex connections to life.

The introduction of the response focuses on the fragility of life and presents the argument that
Blanco’s depiction of shaving is a metaphor for that fragility. A defensible, thoughtful and
complex interpretation is eloquently presented in the thesis: “In Richard Blanco’s ‘Shaving,” the
elaborate use of similes and the idea of shaving itself as a metaphor for fatherly traces in the
narrator’s memories portrays that life is fragile and silently slips by, just like the miniscule
unperceivable growth of whiskers on a beard, and that while such changes are often
overlooked, one instance in life can allow one to perceive such changes, as those are essential to
the identity of an individual.” This essay earned the thesis point in Row A.

B. Evidence and Commentary (0-4 points): 4

The line of reasoning focusing on the passage of time established in the introduction is
developed and supported throughout the essay through the consideration of a wide range of
specific evidence. In paragraph 2, the response examines Blanco’s use of figurative language
and symbolism and offers insightful commentary on their significance. The essay argues that
the water cycle is “a symbol for the passage of time and the idea of aging and life.” Later, the
essay suggests that the metaphor of the spiderweb “portrays the presence of life and vitality.”
The combination of apt evidence from the poem coupled with insightful commentary that
explains how the different devices contribute to the meaning of the poem enhances the essay’s
interpretation.

In a close examination of the speaker’s memories of his father and “in tiny snips of black
whiskers swirling in the drain,” the essay argues that the shaving is “a symbol of combatting
with the continual nature of time” and that shaving “acts as a reminder of the father’s death, but
also of the impermanence of life and how even the slow growth of hair--like the slow
progression of time—can be halted instantly.” The commentary consistently connects the
evidence from the poem back to the central argument.

The essay further argues that Blanco’s description of shaving is an extended metaphor “for the
ability to reflect and ‘stop’ one’s perception of time” and presents the use of eyes as synecdoche,
“as eyes are typically associated with perception and perspective.” The essay also notes the
connection between the figurative language in the first and third stanzas and comments, “The
fact that shaving can, in a ‘split second’ revert the narrator to where ‘roses drink and clouds
form’ indicates the power of the act of shaving to seemingly stop the passage of time and allow
the narrator to reflect on him self.” This seamless incorporation of textual evidence and
commentary strengthens the argument and clarifies the line of reasoning. This essay earned all
4 points in Row B.

C. Sophistication (0-1 points): 1

This essay earned the sophistication point thanks to its compelling analysis of the complexities
and tensions within the poem: “The black whiskers act as a reminder of the growth of hair, the
passage of time, and the past, specifically as the act of shaving itself is imprinted in the

© 2022 College Board.
Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org.



AP® English Literature and Composition 2022 Scoring Commentary

narrator’s mind as an activity closely associated to their father.” Furthermore, the essay is
written in a style that is consistently vivid and persuasive.

Sample Identifier: B
Score: 1-4-0

A. Thesis (0-1 points): 1

This solid essay carefully examines how Richard Blanco uses literary devices such as symbols
and metaphors to convey complex associations with the ritual of shaving.

The thesis presented in the introduction argues, “In the poem ‘Shaving,’ Blanco presents natural
symbols and flashbacks in order to illustrate how the speaker is independent yet he sees his
father in himself ultimately illustrating that people can never completely rid themselves of the
impact that others have had on them.” This defensible thesis addresses the complexity of the
poem by juxtaposing the independence of the speaker with the connection all people share. The
essay earned the point in Row A.

B. Evidence and Commentary (0-4 points): 4

The essay uses specific evidence and insightful commentary to develop a line of reasoning that
focuses on the cyclical aspects of nature and human relationships. The essay explains how
multiple literary elements contribute to the meaning of the poem. In paragraph 2, for example,
the essay examines the “natural symbols” of roses: “’the drink roses take from the vase’ which is
a metaphor for the speaker growing from his father. The essay also explores the water imagery
of the poem and posits that the connection between the rain and a river “is also a metaphor for
how the speaker has part of his father in him. His father, the original rain, became a river with
his death yet some of that river became rain again in the form of his son.” The paragraph
concludes with the insightful comment, “Even though the speaker wants to be independent and
live his own life, like the rose, he needs the water, his father, to help him grow into the person
that he is.” This commentary reinforces the claim presented in the thesis.

The duality of the speaker who “sees himself as independent, yet influenced by his father” is
examined in paragraph 3. The essay considers Blanco’s use of flashbacks as another form of
complexity found in the poem: “Even though the speaker recognizes that his father’s legacy is
imprinted on him he also feels that he has his own life and flesh.” Through the commentary
provided (“It doesn’t matter how much a person tries to change, others will always impact and
imprint themselves on them.”), the student reinforces the argument. The essay earned 4 points
in Row B.

C. Sophistication (0-1 points): 0

While the essay offers clearly organized support of the thesis, it does not fully explore the
complexities or tensions within the poem, situate the argument within a broader context,
account for an alternative explanation, or employ a style that is consistently vivid and
persuasive. It did not, therefore, earn the point in Row C.

Sample Identifier: C
Score: 1-3-0
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A. Thesis (0-1 points): 1

This essay analyzes how Richard Blanco develops some complex associations with the act of
shaving in his poem “Shaving.”

The introductory paragraph establishes a clear connection between nature and “the “natural
aspect of the [the speaker’s] beard.” The thesis, “Although slightly saddened by his father’s
death, he becomes understanding about how quickly things vanish right before us,” responds to
the prompt with a defensible interpretation of the poem. The essay earned the point in Row A.

B. Evidence and Commentary (0-4 points): 3

The line of reasoning established in the introduction focuses on the transient nature of life. The
essay moves on to examine specific details from the poem, such as comparing “’ocean steam
rising to form clouds’ with hair growth “that happens right before our eyes, but it is a process
so quiet, we do not often realize it.” In paragraph 3, the essay focuses on the line, “remembers
him in a masquerade of foam’” and offers the commentary that “This also alludes to the speaker
having the regret of not realizing how quickly good things can vanish.” While this evidence and
commentary are apt, the essay fails to clearly connect all the evidence to the line of reasoning.
For example, the connection between “processes that happen before us, yet we fail to notice”
and the speaker’s late father is not adequately explained.

While the essay makes implicit references to imagery and flashbacks, it does not directly
address literary elements. The explanations of the imagery found in paragraphs 2 and 3 do,
however, help to describe how this element contributes to the meaning of the poem. This essay
earned 3 points in Row B.

C. Sophistication (0-1 points): 0

This essay’s tendency to oversimplify (“This also establishes the theme of the poem, that things
can occur & disappear” and “We should appreciate what we have now, otherwise we’ll regret
not doing so later.”) resulted in the essay not earning the sophistication point in Row C.

Sample Identifier: D
Score: 1-2-0

A. Thesis (0-1 points): 1

This essay considers how Richard Blanco develops meaning through the simple act of shaving.
The essay’s thesis presented in the introduction is defensible and offers a clear path to analysis:
“Utilizing a variety of different literary techniques and devices, including diction, imagery, and
contrast, Blanco connects the mundane act of shaving to his family and more specifically his
father.” This essay earned the point for thesis in Row A.

B. Evidence and Commentary (0-4 points): 2

While this response offers some specific textual details and discusses some literary devices, it
does not establish a line of reasoning. In paragraph 2, the essay claims “The choice of diction in
this poem drives it’s atmosphere and overall tone.” The essay does not, however, describe the
tone of the poem or connect tone and diction to the thesis. In paragraph 3, the essay considers
the imagery of the poem but does not explain how the examples offered relate to the thesis. The
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essay simply suggests that the imagery conveys “how the speaker considers himself each time
he removes his beard.” Again, no connection is drawn between the imagery and a line of
reasoning.

Commentary is not fully developed or is generalized. For example, after pointing out the image
in line 4, the commentary argues that a contrast between the description of shaving “and the
philosophical speaks to the author’s capabilities of self reflection.” The final sentence of the
response focuses on the phrases “dead pieces of the self” and “His legacy of whiskers,” but the
only commentary is that these lines “connect the speaker’s beard with his father.” No
explanation of how the connection is made is offered. This essay earned 2 points in Row B.

C. Sophistication (0-1 points): 0

Because the essay oversimplifies the complexities of the poem, the response does not meet the
criteria for the sophistication point in Row C. The writing does not enhance the argument.

Sample Identifier: E
Score: 1-1-0

A. Thesis (0-1 points): 1

This essay attempts to explain how Richard Blanco’s poem “Shaving” develops complex
associations with the act of shaving.

o A defensible thesis is presented in the first sentences of the essay: “In Richard Blanco’s poem

‘Shaving,’ Blanco uses literary elements and techniques such as metaphor in order to show us
how fast life passes and the changes that occurs without even realizing it. Some times, we focus
too much on doing something that we don’t even pay attention to the things that we have at the
moment. Forgetting that one day we can loose it.” This essay earned the point in Row A.

B. Evidence and Commentary (0-4 points): 1

The essay presents one piece of evidence which consists of lines 3-9 of the poem and states that
“Blanco demostrates the use of the literary element called ‘metaphor’ within these lines. The
essay, however, goes on to cite six lines of the poem without articulating what the specific
metaphor is or how it operates within the context of the poem. No line of reasoning is
established, and the evidence offered is not clearly connected to the thesis.

The commentary offered focuses on broader experiences than those described in the poem:
“This evidence reveals that things can change from one day to another” and “when you
concentrate too much on your own things you don’t care about other people business; what [
mean by this is that when you are doing something that you really enjoy, you lose track of time.”
This commentary does not explain how the evidence proffered supports the essay’s argument.
This essay earned 1 point in Row B.

C. Sophistication (0-1 points): 0

Because the response oversimplifies the complexities in the poem (“Furthermore, the author
also tries to convey that as life goes very fast and things can suddently change we should really
enjoy it by taking care of our loved ones before it’s too late), the essay did not earn the
sophistication point in Row C.

© 2022 College Board.
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Question 2

(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts as one-third of the total essay section score.)

The following excerpt is from Linda Hogan’s novel People of the Whale, published in 2008. In this passage, the
narrator describes two events that occur in a community: an infant’s birth shortly followed by an octopus’s walking
out of the sea. Read the passage carefully. Then, in a well-written essay, analyze how the author uses literary
elements and techniques to develop a complex characterization of the community.

In your response you should do the following:
* Respond to the prompt with a thesis that presents a defensible interpretation.
* Select and use evidence to support your line of reasoning.
* Explain how the evidence supports your line of reasoning.
» Use appropriate grammar and punctuation in communicating your argument.

The infant Thomas W. Just was born on July 2, ocean, should leave it alone. Others agreed. Its
1947, to much happiness and many pictures of his purpose was a mystery. Or perhaps it was sick or
mother smiling down at him. It was the day just going to give birth. It turned a shade of red as it
before the octopus left the water, walked on all eight reached the safety of the cave. And so the people
legs across land and into Seal Cave. Sometimes young 40 thought it was holy and they left gifts outside the
people made love in that cave. Sometimes boys entrance to the black rock cave. Some left sage and
escaped school and smoked cigarettes there. red cedar. Some offered shining things, glass

But on this day, the day after Thomas was born, the smoothed by the sea, even their watches. As for the
octopus walked out of the sea and they watched it. infant Thomas, his mother, whose own infancy was
Every one of these ocean people stood back, amazed 45 fed on whale and seal fat, was one of those who
to see it walk, the eye of it looking at them, each one thought it was a holy creature and its presence at the
seen, as if each one were known in all their past, all time of his birth granted to Thomas a special life. She
their future. Its skin paled at the sight of men smoking came from Thomas’s birth at the place of the old
cigarettes and women in their cardigans pulled tight, people and stood before the entrance of the octopus
with their dark windblown hair. One child stepped 50 cave and held her kicking baby up to it, to be seen by
toward it as if to speak before his mother grabbed his it. “Here is my son. You knew his grandfather. Watch
arm and pulled him back to her, claiming him as a over him.” They were poor people. She had little to
land dweller and no communicator or friend of any leave but the pearl she inherited from her father,
eight-legged sea creature. Witka. She rolled it into the cave. She was convinced

None of them, not even the oldest, had ever seen an 55 the octopus would be the spirit-keeper of her son,
octopus do this and their people had lived there for because she thought like the old people used to think,
thousands of years. It scared them into silence, then that such helpers existed and they were benevolent
they talked about it. They knew it meant something. spirits. An older man named Samuel left his silver
They didn’t know what. Four fishermen in dirty ring at the entrance to the cave; it was his finest
clothes wanted to kill it and use it for fishing bait. 60 possession. Not to have given something they cared
“It’s only practical!” they argued. “It’s the best thing about would have been no gift at all, so, following his
that could happen to us.” They could take it, example, others left sparkling glasses, pieces of gold,
undigested, out of the stomach of flounder and halibut beads, all the shining things the octopus people love
and use it again. For days they talked about it. They in their homes beneath water.
quarreled. They cried about how blessed they were. A 65  For the time it dwelt there, they brought offerings,
few wild-haired men, afraid of its potent meaning, even the first flowers of morning. The treasures built
wanted to throw kerosene in the cave and burn it. up like small middens. ' Even the children didn’t take

But one of the powerful women stepped up. She the treasures, although they did go look at them and
believed it had a purpose for going into the cave and marvel at what they found, until their mothers
that the humans, a small group of lives beside a big 70 grabbed them away. The younger children tasted them

© 2022 College Board.
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and found them without flavor except the salt from the
air.

Those who were afraid the octopus was created by
magic or called into being by some force on land not
benevolent kept an eye on how it stood in the back of
the cave. But it sensed their emotions and formed
itself to fit beneath a ledge. It could shape itself to fit
into anything, a bottle, a basket. That was how they
were caught in the old days, by baskets lowered into
the water at night and lifted in the mornings, the
creature inside it. Yet, that quality scared people who
knew little about them, but had heard much about

85

shape-shifters and their deceits and witchery on
humans, always with poor outcomes for the mortals.

Nevertheless, the mother of Thomas, in a plain
white dress, took the baby Thomas daily across the
sand to the cave when the tide was out.

! piles of odds and ends gathered by rodents

From People of the Whale: A Novel by Linda Hogan. Copyright © 2008
by Linda Hogan. Used by permission of W. W. Norton & Company, Inc.

Begin your response to this question at the top of a new page in the separate Free Response booklet
and fill in the appropriate circle at the top of each page to indicate the question number.
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AP English Literature and Composition 2022 Scoring Guidelines version 1.0

Question 2: Prose Fiction Analysis 6 points

The following excerpt is from Linda Hogan’s novel People of the Whale, published in 2008. In this passage, the narrator describes two events that occur
in a community: an infant’s birth shortly followed by an octopus’s walking out of the sea. Read the passage carefully. Then, in a well-written essay,
analyze how the author uses literary elements and techniques to develop a complex characterization of the community.

In your response you should do the following:

e Respond to the prompt with a thesis that presents a defensible interpretation.
e Select and use evidence to support your line of reasoning.

e Explain how the evidence supports your line of reasoning.

e Use appropriate grammar and punctuation in communicating your argument.

2022 College Board



AP English Literature and Composition 2022 Scoring Guidelines

version 1.0

Reportin . o]
Ca’i):egoryg Scoring Criteria

Row A 0 points 1 point

Thesis For any of the following: Responds to the prompt with a thesis that presents a defensible interpretation
(0-1 points) e There is no defensible thesis. of the passage.

e Theintended thesis only restates the prompt.

e The intended thesis provides a summary of the issue with no apparent or
coherent claim.

e There is a thesis, but it does not respond to the prompt.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Responses that do not earn this point:

e Only restate the prompt.

e Make a generalized comment about the passage that doesn’t respond to the
prompt.

e Describe the passage or features of the passage rather than making a claim
that requires a defense.

Examples that do not earn this point:

Restate the prompt

e “In this excerpt, the author depicts the community as complex through the
use of various literary elements and techniques.”

Do not respond to the prompt but make a generalized comment
e “In many communities, people react in different ways to strange events.”

Describe the passage or features of the passage
e  “This passage employs magic realism to illustrate its point.”

Responses that earn this point:

e Provide a defensible interpretation of the complex characterization of the
community.

Examples that earn this point:

Provide a defensible interpretation

e  “The community in this passage is characterized by fear, practicality, and
reverence for the unknown.”

o “While the community collectively considers the appearance of the octopus
to be significant—despite being uncertain of its meaning—the mother of
Thomas personally sees it as a specific response to the birth of her son.”

e  “Through the use of an unusual plot event and the characters’ responses to

the octopus, the author exposes fault lines within the community that are not
otherwise visible.”

Additional Notes:

e The thesis may be more than one sentence, provided the sentences are in close proximity.

e The thesis may be anywhere within the response.

e For athesis to be defensible, the passage must include at least minimal evidence that could be used to support that thesis; however, the student need not cite

that evidence to earn the thesis point.

e The thesis may establish a line of reasoning that structures the essay, but it needn’t do so to earn the thesis point.

e Athesis that meets the criteria can be awarded the point whether or not the rest of the response successfully supports that line of reasoning.

© 2022 College Board
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Reportin . o
P g Scoring Criteria
Category
Row B 0 points 1 point 2 points 3 points 4 points
Evidence Simply restates thesis (if EVIDENCE: EVIDENCE: EVIDENCE: EVIDENCE:
AND present), repeats provided | Provides evidence that is Provides some specific, relevant Provides specific evidence to Provides specific evidence to
Commentary ?nformat?on,.or offers mostly general. evidence. supporF all claims in a line of supporF all claims in a line of
. information irrelevant to reasoning. reasoning.
(0-4 points) AND AND
the prompt.
AND AND
COMMENTARY: COMMENTARY:
Summarizes the evidence Explains how some of the COMMENTARY: COMMENTARY:

but does not explain how
the evidence supports the
student’s argument.

evidence relates to the student’s
argument, but no line of
reasoning is established, or the
line of reasoning is faulty.

Explains how some of the
evidence supports a line of
reasoning.

AND

Explains how at least one literary
element or technique in the
passage contributes to its
meaning.

Consistently explains how the
evidence supports a line of
reasoning.

AND

Explains how multiple literary
elements or techniques in the
passage contribute to its
meaning.

Decision Rules and Scoring

Notes

Typical responses that
earn 0 points:

e Areincoherent or do
not address the
prompt.

e May be just opinion
with no textual
references or
references that are
irrelevant.

Typical responses that
earn 1 point:

e Tend to focus on
overarching narrative
developments or
description of a
passage rather than
specific details or
techniques.

e Mention literary
elements, devices, or
techniques with little
or no explanation.

Typical responses that earn

2 points:

e Consist of a mix of specific
evidence and broad
generalities.

e May contain some simplistic,
inaccurate, or repetitive
explanations that don’t
strengthen the argument.

e May make one point well
but either do not make
multiple supporting claims or
do not adequately support
more than one claim.

e Do not explain the
connections or progression
between the student’s
claims, so a line of reasoning
is not clearly established.

Typical responses that earn

3 points:

e Uniformly offer evidence to
support claims.

e Focus on the importance of
specific words and details
from the passage to build an
interpretation.

e QOrganize an argument as a
line of reasoning composed
of multiple supporting
claims.

e Commentary may fail to

integrate some evidence or
fail to support a key claim.

Typical responses that earn

4 points:

e Uniformly offer evidence to
support claims.

e Focus on the importance of
specific words and details
from the passage to build an
interpretation.

e Organize and support an
argument as a line of
reasoning composed of
multiple supporting claims,
each with adequate
evidence that is clearly
explained.

e Explain how the writer’s use
of multiple literary
techniques contributes to
the student’s interpretation
of the passage.

Additional Notes:

e  Writing that suffers from grammatical and/or mechanical errors that interfere with communication cannot earn the fourth point in this row.

e To earn the fourth point in this row, the response may observe multiple instances of the same literary element or technique if each instance further contributes
to the meaning of the passage.
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Reporting Scoring Criteria
Category
Row C 0 points 1 point
Sophistication | Does not meet the criteria for one point. Demonstrates sophistication of thought and/or develops a complex literary
(0-1 points) argument.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Responses that do not earn this point:

Attempt to contextualize their interpretation, but such attempts consist
predominantly of sweeping generalizations (“Human experiences always
include...” OR “In a world where...” OR “Since the beginning of time...”).

Only hint at or suggest other possible interpretations (“While another reader
may see...” OR “Though the passage could be said to...”).

Make a single statement about how an interpretation of the passage
comments on something thematic without consistently maintaining that
thematic interpretation.

Oversimplify complexities in the passage.

Use complicated or complex sentences or language that is ineffective
because it does not enhance the student’s argument.

Responses that earn this point may demonstrate a sophistication of thought or
develop a complex literary argument by doing any of the following:

1.
2.

Identifying and exploring complexities or tensions within the passage.

Illuminating the student’s interpretation by situating it within a broader
context.

Accounting for alternative interpretations of the passage.
Employing a style that is consistently vivid and persuasive.

Additional Notes:

This point should be awarded only if the sophistication of thought or complex understanding is part of the student’s argument, not merely a phrase or

reference.
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AP® English Literature and Composition 2022 Scoring Commentary

Question 2 - Prose Fiction Analysis

Sample Identifier: A
Score: 1-4-1

A. Thesis (0-1 points): 1

This perceptive essay thoroughly analyzes how Linda Hogan develops a complex
characterization of the ocean people as they respond to the octopus depicted in the passage.
This response presents a strong and defensible thesis in the introductory paragraph: “In Linda
Hogan’s ‘People of the Whale,” the author depicts a community as superstitious but largely
cooperative through incorporating varying points of view but also a central connection to show
the surprise and intrigue surrounding the arrival of the octopus.” The thesis reflects the
complexity of the community’s response and clearly characterizes those responses. It earned
the point in Row A.

B. Evidence and Commentary (0-4 points): 4

The essay uses the variety of reactions among the community members in order to develop a
line of reasoning. The second paragraph focuses on the structure of the passage and the
contrast between the curious children and the “greedy fishermen.” The response argues that
this juxtaposition “shows how the community was not uniform at their greeting of the octopus.”
The same paragraph considers a third reaction among the community members—those who
“leave it offerings as a sign of respect.” The final commentary of the paragraph argues that
“While the community was at first shocked and unsure of what to do, they ultimately came
together after agreeing upon the octopus’ sanctity.” This insightful commentary connects the
evidence to the thesis and solidifies the line of reasoning.

The response contemplates how the arrival of the octopus aligns with the birth of Thomas W.
Just. By connecting the parallel events, the response cogently explains why the community
embraces the spirituality of the octopus. By using the evidence that Thomas’ mother “was
convinced the octopus would be the spirit-keeper of her son,”” and commenting that “Her
steadfastness and firm belief in the octopus’ divinity contributed to the community’s overall
motivation to appease the creature,” the response soundly supports the argument. The essay
earned all 4 points possible in Row B.

C. Sophistication (0-1 points): 1

The essay offers a sustained examination of the community’s “surprise and intrigue” and an
insightful culmination that notes how the members were “initially jumbled but ultimately in
accordance in their treatment of the walking octopus.” Additionally, the response achieves a
vivid and persuasive style, exemplified in the sentence, “Such a fastidious and bold claim by a
mother likely bolstered the community’s belief in the spirituality of the octopus.” This style
complements the complex literary argument. The essay earned the sophistication point in Row
C.

Sample Identifier: B
Score: 1-4-0

A. Thesis (0-1 points): 1
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AP® English Literature and Composition 2022 Scoring Commentary

This essay responds to the prompt with an insightful examination of the diverse reactions of the
community members when faced with the unusual actions of the octopus in the excerpt from
People of the Whale.

The introductory paragraph of the response presents a defensible thesis: “In People of the
Whale by Linda Hogan, the use of selection of detail and direct characterization reveal how the
community is both honestly hopeful but irresponsible with their superstitions.” The thesis
reflects the divergent behavior of the community members and establishes a clear line of
reasoning. The essay earned the point in Row A.

B. Evidence and Commentary (0-4 points): 4

The line of reasoning is developed through discerning examination of Hogan’s selection of detail
and characterization. In paragraph 2, the response considers the significance of the gifts the
humans leave for the octopus, “shining things...even their watches.” This paragraph also
emphasizes the “honest intentions” of the ocean people and argues, “They view the octopus
with reverence, and place their hopes in their gifts that maybe the octopus, if it is holy would
give them the things they wished for.” This commentary supports the point that the people are
“honestly hopeful.”

In paragraph 3, the essay focuses on characterization of the community and suggests that the
respect and reverence of the community shifts, “taking a leap into superstition.” The response
specifically considers the actions of Thomas’ mother “as she believes the octopus to be ‘a holy
creature and its presence...granted Thomas a special life.” The essay argues that the mother’s
willingness to offer “‘the pearl she inherited from her father’” is further evidence of “how their
practices of reverence have now become irresponsible superstition.” This direct connection to
the thesis strengthens and develops the line of reasoning. The assertion that the community
places “their faith in an animal instead of growing more competent in themselves” articulately
characterizes the community. This essay earned 4 points in Row B.

C. Sophistication (0-1 points): 0

While the essay is insightful, the generalizations about how “Faith does not discriminate—it
may be in religion, money, nature, others, validation or self” and that faith “is not inherently a
bad thing” create a lapse in the consistency of the complex literary argument about the
community’s irresponsibility. This essay did not, therefore, earn the sophistication point in Row
C.

Sample Identifier: C
Score: 1-3-0

A. Thesis (0-1 points): 1

This response offers an analysis of the community members’ complex reaction to the octopus
described in the passage.

The thesis is presented in the introductory paragraph: “In Linda Hogan’s novel ‘People of the
Whale’ the community shares a distinct fear of the unknown, however, the community is
divided in how individuals express it.” The thesis presents a line of reasoning focused on fear
and addresses the different manifestations of that emotion. This thesis earned the point in Row
A.
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B. Evidence and Commentary (0-4 points): 3

o The essay focuses on two literary devices, “imagery” and “narration in the third person.” The
analysis of imagery found in paragraph 2 points out that the actions of the octopus “scared
them (members of the community) into silence.” The response delves more deeply into the
specific images of “’a few wild-haired men’” and the shrine where the people “’brought
offerings, even the first flowers of the morning.”” In the commentary provided, the essay argues
that the two images differ in their effects. The image of “wild-haired men’ serves to reflect the
recklessness in which they act due to fear,” while the image of the shrine built in front of the
cave “shows the vast reverance the people had for the octopus.” The essay argues those who left
sacrifices “used the fear to fuel their spiritual connection with the ocean and its creatures.” The
analysis of the imagery illustrates both the fear of the people and the different consequences of
that fear and directly supports the thesis.

e In paragraph 3, the response briefly considers how the third person omniscient point of view
“best displays the complexity of the community by allowing all perspectives to be shown.” This
support is not fully developed and its connection to the thesis is tenuous.

o The response offers slightly limited explanations supporting the complex characterization of
the community, focusing mostly on the “fear” and how it relates to the “spiritual connection” the
speaker describes. This essay earned 3 points in Row B.

C. Sophistication (0-1 points): 0

o While the essay does exhibit insights, the response does not meet the criteria to earn the point
in Row C, as it does not employ a style that enhances the writer’s argument, account for
alternative interpretations, situate the interpretation within a broader context, or explore in
much depth the complexities or tensions within the passage.

Sample Identifier: D
Score: 1-2-0

A. Thesis (0-1 points): 1

o This response considers the complex characterization of a community as it reacts to the events
described in the excerpt from Linda Hogan's People of the Whale.

e The essay responds to the prompt with its thesis located in the introductory paragraph: “The
members of this community all had mixed reactions to this mysterious event.” The thesis
presents a simple yet defensible interpretation and, therefore, earned the point in Row A.

B. Evidence and Commentary (0-4 points): 2

o While the essay offers a mix of specific words and phrases that illustrate the community’s
responses as evidence, the focus on “diction” is overgeneralized. The response quotes the
descriptions of the fishermen and other others in the community. The commentary provided
consists of the simplistic explanation, “This shows one side of the community, while the other
one had a completely different opinion.” The commentary offers repetitive observations about
the “many different opinions going on in the community.” This commentary does not help to
develop a clear line of reasoning.

o The essay also considers Hogan's use of details “to display and develop the characterization of
the community.” The details presented, however, are followed by commentary that fails to
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clearly support the thesis. The commentary generalizes the effect of the details with its
assertion, “All of these detail included by the author characterisize the community as divided
but equal.” The repetitive and simplistic explanations fail to strengthen the argument. The essay
earned 2 points in Row B.

C. Sophistication (0-1 points): 0

o Because the response oversimplifies the complexities in the passage, it does not demonstrate
sophistication of thought or develop a complex literary argument. The essay did not earn the
sophistication point in Row C.

Sample Identifier: E
Score: 1-1-0

A. Thesis (0-1 points): 1

o This brief essay attempts to analyze the community’s response to an octopus walking out of the
sea as depicted in the passage.

e The response includes the defensible claim, “The people of this community are in awe of the
sight of a walking octopus.” This thesis earned the point in Row A.

B. Evidence and Commentary (0-4 points): 1

e The evidence provided consists largely of summary and tends to focus on the overarching
narrative. The commentary is sparse and generalized: “There are multiple speculations on the
reasoning for it (the octopus), yet the answer is never truly given.” No literary devices are
mentioned, and the analysis of the complex characterization of the community consists solely of
the comment, “There were many mixed emotions, yet no one did anything about the octopus,
they had just left it inside of the cave, unbothered.” No line of reasoning is established in the
essay. The essay received 1 point in Row B.

C. Sophistication (0-1 points): 0

e The essay did not earn the point in Row C due to its oversimplified attempt at analysis. No
literary argument is present in the essay; therefore, it did not earn the sophistication point.
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Question 3

(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts as one-third of the total essay section score.)

Many works of literature feature characters who accept or reject a hierarchical structure. This hierarchy may be
social, economic, political, or familial, or it may apply to some other kind of structure.

Either from your own reading or from the list below, choose a work of fiction in which a character responds to
a hierarchy in some significant way. Then, in a well-written essay, analyze how that character’s response to the
hierarchy contributes to an interpretation of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize the plot.

In your response you should do the following:

* Respond to the prompt with a thesis that presents a defensible interpretation.
* Provide evidence to support your line of reasoning.

 Explain how the evidence supports your line of reasoning.

 Use appropriate grammar and punctuation in communicating your argument.

The Bluest Eye

Brighton Rock

Catch-22

The Dispossessed
Dominicana

The Dragon Can’t Dance
East of Eden

Fahrenheit 451

Great Expectations

Hope Leslie

The House of the Spirits
The Hummingbird’s Daughter
If Beale Street Could Talk
The Inheritance of Loss
Invisible Man

Jane Eyre

The Kite Runner

Love Medicine

The Mill on the Floss
Native Son

The Nickel Boys

Nineteen Eighty-Four

On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous
On Such a Full Sea

Othello

Parable of the Sower

A Passage to India

Pride and Prejudice

The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie
Purple Hibiscus

A Raisin in the Sun

Robinson Crusoe

The Scarlet Letter

Sweat

Their Eyes Were Watching God
Things Fall Apart

Vanity Fair

White Tiger

The Women of Brewster Place
Wuthering Heights

Begin your response to this question at the top of a new page in the separate Free Response booklet
and fill in the appropriate circle at the top of each page to indicate the question number.
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Question 3: Literary Argument 6 points

Many works of literature feature characters who accept or reject a hierarchical structure. This hierarchy may be social, economic, political, or familial,
or it may apply to some other kind of structure.

Either from your own reading or from the list below, choose a work of fiction in which a character responds to a hierarchy in some significant way.
Then, in a well-written essay, analyze how that character’s response to the hierarchy contributes to an interpretation of the work as a whole. Do not
merely summarize the plot.

In your response, you should do the following:

e Respond to the prompt with a thesis that presents a defensible interpretation.
e Provide evidence to support your line of reasoning.

e Explain how the evidence supports your line of reasoning.

e Use appropriate grammar and punctuation in communicating your argument.
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Reporting Scoring Criteria
Category
Row A 0 points 1 point
Thesis For any of the following: Responds to the prompt with a thesis that presents a defensible interpretation of the
(0-1 points) | ® Thereis no defensible thesis. selected work.

e The intended thesis only restates the prompt.

e The intended thesis provides a summary of the issue with no apparent or
coherent claim.

e There is a thesis, but it does not respond to the prompt.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Responses that do not earn this point:

e Only restate the prompt.

e Make a generalized comment about the selected work that doesn’t
respond to the prompt.

Examples that do not earn this point:
Restate the prompt

e “Hierarchical structures are a major part of society. In literature,
characters can be seen either accepting or rejecting economic, political,
and familial hierarchies among others.”

Do not respond to the prompt but make a generalized comment about the
selected work

e “InThe Chrysalids by John Wyndham, David and the other telepaths hide
their mutation from the rest of Waknuk, which is not an easy thing to
do.”

o “People establish hierarchies because they believe they help keep order.
Going against a hierarchy is very difficult. Many works of literature have
characters that suffer the consequences of doing this.”

Responses that earn this point:

e Provide a defensible interpretation of how a character responds to a hierarchy in
the selected work.

OR

e Make a claim about how a character’s response to a hierarchy contributes to an
interpretation of the work as a whole.

Examples that earn this point:

Provides a defensible interpretation

o “Offred’s development as a character in The Handmaid’s Tale is shaped by her
quiet rebellion against a government hierarchy that enforces her assigned role as
a Handmaid.”

e “In S.E. Hinton’s The Outsiders, Ponyboy and Cherry’s violation of the strict
hierarchy of Greasers versus Socs causes several characters to question their
loyalty to these groups and brings tragedy to those who try to uphold these
rules.”

e “Hurston shows how the expectations put on Janie Crawford by her grandmother
and her first two husbands are meant to uphold gender-based hierarchies in
society and the family. After Janie revolts against these hierarchies and runs away
with Tea Cake, she is able to become independent.”

Additional Notes:

e The thesis may be more than one sentence, provided the sentences are in close proximity.

e The thesis may be anywhere within the response.

e For athesis to be defensible, the selected work must include at least minimal evidence that could be used to support that thesis; however, the student need not

cite that evidence to earn the thesis point.

o Athesis that offers a defensible claim about a character’s response to any type of hierarchical structure in the selected work may earn the point; any reasonable
student interpretation of the terms “hierarchical structure” or “hierarchy” is acceptable.
e The thesis may establish a line of reasoning that structures the essay, but it needn’t do so to earn the thesis point.

e Athesis that meets the criteria can be awarded the point whether or not the rest of the response successfully supports that line of reasoning.
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Reportin . "
P 8 Scoring Criteria
Category
Row B 0 points 1 point 2 points 3 points 4 points
Evidence Simply restates thesis (if EVIDENCE: EVIDENCE: EVIDENCE: EVIDENCE:
AND present), repeats provided Provides evidence that is Provides some specific, relevant | Provides specific evidence to Provides specific evidence to
Commentary ?nformat?on,.or offers mostly general. evidence. suppor.t all claims in a line of suppor_t all claims in a line of
. information irrelevant to reasoning. reasoning.
(0-4 points)
the prompt.
AND AND AND AND
COMMENTARY: COMMENTARY: COMMENTARY: COMMENTARY:

Summarizes the evidence
but does not explain how
the evidence supports the
argument.

Explains how some of the
evidence relates to the
student’s argument, but no line
of reasoning is established, or
the line of reasoning is faulty.

Explains how some of the
evidence supports a line of
reasoning.

Consistently explains how
the evidence supports a line
of reasoning.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Typical responses that earn

0 points:

e Areincoherent or do
not address the
prompt.

e May be just opinion
with no textual
references or
references that are
irrelevant.

Typical responses that earn

1 point:

e Tend to focus on
overarching narrative
developments or
description of a
selected work rather
than specific details.

Typical responses that earn
2 points:

Consist of a mix of specific
evidence and broad
generalities.

May contain some
simplistic, inaccurate, or
repetitive explanations that
don’t strengthen the
argument.

May make one point well
but either do not make
multiple supporting claims
or do not adequately
support more than one
claim.

Do not explain the
connections or progression
between the student’s
claims, so a line of reasoning
is not clearly established.

Typical responses that earn

3 points:

e Uniformly offer evidence to
support claims.

e Focus on the importance of
specific details from the
selected work to build an
interpretation.

e QOrganize an argument as a
line of reasoning composed
of multiple supporting claims.

e Commentary may fail to
integrate some evidence or
fail to support a key claim.

Typical responses that earn

4 points:

e Uniformly offer evidence
to support claims.

e Focus on the importance
of specific details from
the selected work to
build an interpretation.

e Organize and support an
argument as a line of
reasoning composed of
multiple supporting
claims, each with
adequate evidence that
is clearly explained.

Additional Notes:

e  Writing that suffers from grammatical and/or mechanical errors that interfere with communication cannot earn the fourth point in this row.

e To earn the fourth point in this row, the response must address the interpretation of the selected work as a whole.
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Reporting Scoring Criteria
Category
Row C 0 points 1 point
Sophistication | Does not meet the criteria for one point. Demonstrates sophistication of thought and/or develops a complex literary
(0-1 points) argument.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Responses that do not earn this point:

e Attempt to contextualize their interpretation, but such attempts consist
predominantly of sweeping generalizations (“Human experiences always
include...” OR “In a world where...” OR “Since the beginning of time...”).

e Only hint at or suggest other possible interpretations (“While another
reader may see...” OR “Though the text could be said to...”).

e Oversimplify complexities of the topic and/or the selected work.

e Use complicated or complex sentences or language that is ineffective
because it does not enhance the student’s argument.

Responses that earn this point may demonstrate a sophistication of thought or
develop a complex literary argument by doing any of the following:

1. Identifying and exploring complexities or tensions within the selected work.

2. |llluminating the student’s interpretation by situating it within a broader
context.

3. Accounting for alternative interpretations of the text.
Employing a style that is consistently vivid and persuasive.

Additional Notes:

e This point should be awarded only if the sophistication of thought or complex understanding is part of the student’s argument, not merely a phrase or

reference.
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@ Important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question 3 |
that corresponds to the question you
are answering on this page. | O O ®
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YOIL ROV ¥k 9010 QUYDORR OF Wty Oender. Women were
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gouatS Wit fhe wien of Socaery. Leclly, walter Lee was
abie to AN e farher'S roie as the man of he houst.
Howev ey, Mama 1§ WM much older and wiser Haon
WOITRY, W 1§ S +rymng fo énd Wiy prace in e world.
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F— Important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question3 El
that corresponds to the question you o
are answering on this page. o o

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.
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P important: Completely fill in the circle Question 1 Question2 Question 3
that corresponds to the question you
are answering on this page. O O L J

—h

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new paga.ﬁo not skip lines.
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Important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question 3 L |
that corresponds to the question you
are answering on this page. o o ®

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.
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AP® English Literature and Composition 2022 Scoring Commentary

Question 3 - Literary Argument

Sample Identifier: A—The Awakening
Score: 1-4-1

A. Thesis (0-1 points): 1

This response provides a thorough and insightful analysis of Edna Pontellier’s complex
response to the hierarchies she encounters in Kate Chopin’s The Awakening.

The thesis for this essay is presented in the introductory paragraph in two sentences: “Edna
actively rejects the familial hierarchy that confine her to the role of the subservient wife and
doting mother as well as social hierarchy that prevent her from attaining freedom. Together,

the chains of these hierarchies on Edna’s life ultimately lead to her suicide, developing the tragic
theme of struggle between desire and expectation.” The thesis provides a defensible
interpretation of Edna’s response to the hierarchies and makes a claim about how that response
contributes to the interpretation of the work as a whole. The thesis earned the point in Row A.

B. Evidence and Commentary (0-4 points): 4

The evidence and commentary found in the response work in tandem to support a line of
reasoning that focuses on Edna’s struggles against the hierarchies of her time. The essay
examines the role of Adele Ratignolle as a foil to Edna and argues, “Adele is described as a
perfect mother and woman, symbolizing the woman that Edna is expected to become.” The
commentary argues that “Edna is unable to accept the expectation that society has for her
compliance within the family hierarchy.” The commentary points out that Edna’s rejection of
these expectations is emphasized in her affirmation that she would “‘give up the
unessential...but she wouldn’t give herself”” for her children. The essay clearly connects this
supporting evidence to the “tragic theme of internal desire and external expectation.” The focus
on specific details from the work, coupled with astute commentary, builds the line of reasoning.
The essay closely examines Edna’s struggle against familial hierarchy as it considers her
marriage to Leonce. The response characterizes this struggle as “man vs. self conflict” and offers
the example of Edna’s unsuccessful attempt to destroy her wedding ring as symbolic. (“The
wedding ring acts as metonomy since it represents the marriage as whole...”) In the
commentary, the response connects this point to the thesis through the argument that “The
inescapability of this status drives Edna to realize her hidden despair and the struggle leads to
her suicide.”

The essay also examines the “heavy house and bird imagery/metaphors” within the novel. The
response asserts that Edna’s move to the “pigeon house’ is ironic because moving to a smaller
house makes Edna feel “much freer and happy.” The writer also points out that Edna in her final
moments “sees a broken winged bird” and argues, “The image of this bird induces despair, as it
is free and uncaged yet unable to fly, symbolizing Edna herself.” The essay eloquently weaves
together multiple supporting claims, each with adequate evidence that is explicitly explained.
This response earned all 4 points possible in Row B.

”m

C. Sophistication (0-1 points): 1

The writing of this cogent response is consistently vivid and persuasive. The essay explores
tensions and subtleties: “The burden of social expectation and judgment troubles Edna and
forces her to realize she can never fully live as she pleases especially since she is tied to her
place in the social hierarchy.” For these reasons, the essay earned the sophistication point in
Row C.
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Sample Identifier: B—Nineteen Eighty-Four
Score: 1-4-0

A. Thesis (0-1 points): 1

o This essay analyzes how Winston Smith struggles against the various hierarchies George Orwell

depicts in Nineteen Eighty-Four.

The essay clearly responds to the prompt with a defensible interpretation of the work. The
thesis, “The entire premise of George Orwell’s Nineteen Eigty-Four is focused on the attempted
rejection of the social, political, and familial hierarchies that the Party and Big Brother tries to
impose on the world of the novel,” introduces the essay. This thesis earned the point in Row A.

B. Evidence and Commentary (0-4 points): 4

e The evidence presented in the response examines Winston’s responses to specific incidents,

including the relationship between parent and child and his relationship with Julia. The
commentary provided after each example connects the evidence to the line of reasoning which
focuses on Winston’s attempted rejection of the hierarchies. For example, in paragraph 2, the
response argues that Winston’s realization (“to Winston’s horror”) that children are turning in
their parents to Big Brother “inspires Winston to fight against the political hierarchy imposed
and enforced by the party.” The commentary in paragraph 3 continues this argument by
suggesting, “It was Winston's love for Julia that pushed him to treason and torture.” The
structure of the essay clearly organizes the specific details and uses them to build the argument.
The conclusion of the essay moves beyond Winston’s responses to the hierarchies and
recognizes the futility of Winston’s struggle. The essay acknowledges, “While the characters
attempt to tear down the structures imposed by Big Brother, they fail.” This insight further
strengthens the essay’s interpretation. The essay earned 4 points in Row B because it presents
multiple supporting claims, each with evidence to support the line of reasoning.

C. Sophistication (0-1 points): 0

o While insightful, the response does not employ a style that is consistently vivid and persuasive,

nor does it fully explore complexities within the novel, or situate the interpretation within a
broader context, or account for an alternative interpretation of the text. Therefore, it did not
earn the sophistication point in Row C.

Sample Identifier: C—A Raisin in the Sun
Score: 1-3-0

A. Thesis (0-1 points): 1

This response analyzes Mama Younger’s response to the societal and gender hierarchies she
faces in Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun.

A defensible thesis is presented is presented in the introductory paragraph: “In the play ‘A
Raisin in the Sun,” Lourainne Hansbury shows how Mama uses her familial hierarchy to do what
is best for her family though the characters’ actions, societies expectations, and gender roles.”
This thesis earned the point possible in Row A.
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B. Evidence and Commentary (0-3 points): 3

The response offers specific evidence focusing on Mama's struggles to do what is best for her
family after her husband’s death. While noting “Beneatha and Walter Lee’s arguments lead
Mama to the realization of her own family’s competative and strong willed nature,” the
response contends that “Mama uses her power to buy a new house for her family.” In
consideration of Mama’s newfound role as “head of the household,” the response offers the
commentary that “Society had an idea for what the ‘ideal’ family would look like and Mama was
responsible for making up what was lost after Mr. Younger’s death.” This evidence and
commentary support the line of reasoning that focuses on Mama'’s struggles to deal with both
familial and societal hierarchies.

In paragraph 4, the essay also considers Mama'’s “challenge of overcoming gender roles.” The
commentary here argues that “Mama knew that she did not fit into the conventional head of the
house role for the sole purpose of her gender.” Later, the essay asserts, “Luckily, Walter Lee was
able to fill the father’s role as the man of the house.” This piece of evidence, however, is offered
without commentary explaining clearly how this was done or why it is significant. Because the
response does not consistently explain how all of the evidence supports the line of the
reasoning, it earned a score of 3 in Row B.

C. Sophistication (0-1 points): 0

Complexities within the novel are oversimplified in this essay. For example, “(Mama) knew
what she had to do to keep everyone happy and she was willing to sacrifice for her family”
diminishes the familial tension and does not adequately explain what Mama sacrifices.
Additionally, the writing of the essay does not enhance the argument; therefore, the essay did
not earn the sophistication point in Row C.

Sample Identifier: D—The Metamorphosis
Score: 1-2-0

A. Thesis (0-1 points): 1

This response attempts to analyze Gregor Samsa’s response to the social hierarchy as depicted
in Franz Kafka’s The Metamorphosis.

A defensible thesis presented in the introduction argues “In Frank Kafka’s The Metamorphosis,
Gregor breaks away from the social hierarchy he must follow, causing him to turn into a giant
bug and descend into maddness.” This highlights the idea that straying away from social
regulations may lead to dire consequences.” This thesis earns the point in Row A.

B. Evidence and Commentary (0-4 points): 2

In paragraph 2, the response asserts, “The constricting social standards throughout the book
causes Gregor to break away and begin his descent into insanity”; however, these social
standards are not articulated. The essay describes Gregor’s manager’s visit to his home and
characterizes the manager’s “uncaring attitude,” but this detail is not directly connected to a
social hierarchy. In paragraph 3, the essay considers how Gregor’s loss of his job affects his
family and concludes, “After being the bread winner for so long, his family no longer finds value
of him.” These two pieces of evidence, however, lack sufficient commentary to develop a line of

reasoning.

© 2022 College Board.
Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org.



AP® English Literature and Composition 2022 Scoring Commentary

e The commentary provided is limited. For example, the response posits, “Gregor’s rejection of

his social standing leads to extreme consequences.” The commentary fails to elaborate,
however, on which social standing Gregor rejects. The essay earns a score of 2 in Row B because
while it does provide some specific and relevant evidence from the text, it does not explain the
connection or progression through multiple claims in order to fully establish a line of reasoning.

C. Sophistication (0-1 points): 0

While the essay does attempt to contextualize Gregor’s struggles (“This idea is similar to our
society.”), the attempt consists of a sweeping generalization (“people in our society are left on
their own for breaking regulations”). The writing is not consistently vivid and persuasive. This
response did not earn the sophistication point in Row C.

Sample Identifier: E—Fences
Score: 1-1-0

A. Thesis (0-1 points): 1

This essay focuses on Troy Maxson’s hardships in Fences by August Wilson.

The response offers a defensible thesis in the first sentence: “In the novel Fences by August
Wilsion, the main character responds to the social hierarchy by becoming stuck in his past,
losing his family.” The response earned the thesis point in Row A.

B. Evidence and Commentary (0-4 points): 1

The essay presents some general evidence about Troy’s reaction to Cory’s football plans in
paragraph 2, but the commentary lacks direct connection to the thesis: “Troy was scared they
wouldn’t accept him (Cory) because of his color in which he didn’t want to see his son go
through the same thing he went through.” No explanation of Troy’s earlier experience is offered.
In the last paragraph, the essay contends, “As the main character in the novel Fences responds
to the hierarchy, he concluded on willing to risk his family.” No explanations of how Troy
responds to the hierarchy or how he risks his family are provided. Without adequate evidence
and commentary, no line of reasoning is established. This essay earns 1 point in Row B.

C. Sophistication (0-1 points): 0

The response lacks consistently vivid or persuasive language. Context, tensions, or alternate
interpretations are not explored, and the response oversimplifies complexities, such as in the
first sentence of the final paragraph: “Trying to move on from the past takes change.” This essay
did not earn the sophistication point in Row C.
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