
Line of Reasoning (20 mins) 

 

In November of 2019, David Miller and Susie Bonsie addressed the new analytic rubrics and spent a few 

moments clarifying the "establishes a Line of Reasoning" wording in the rubric. 

“A line of reasoning refers to the structural or organizational cohesion of a student’s response, the 

connective language, and tissue between ideas and paragraphs.” 

 

David Miller specifically added that for him it’s the difference between the student response that 

reflects “a burst of ideas” or analysis of standalone devices and those responses that add the literary 

elements up and “explain how they are working together.” 

  

We still need to establish the difference between reason and reasoning.  Hopefully, the following 

explanation and the graphics I have attached below will help  clarify the difference, 

 

To write a skillful argumentative essay (the three essays on the exam have always been argumentative 

essays),  a student must give not only reasons but explain their reasoning as they support their claim. 

 

Writing Prompt: Should local governments pass laws that focus on nutrition—like bans on trans fat in 

restaurants—to keep their residents safe? 

Claim: Local governments should pass laws focused on nutrition 

Reason: These laws would keep residents healthy. 

Evidence (facts or data from a text): Trans fats are linked to heart disease and obesity. 

Reasoning: When residents eat fewer trans fats, they will become healthier.1 




