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JoAnn Luersen 
was born on Decem-
ber 29, 1937 in Round 
Rock and passed 
away peacefully at 
home on Sunday, 
May 31, 2020.

Born and raised in 
Round Rock, JoAnn 
was the drum major 
of  the Dragon Band during 
her high school years. After 
graduation, JoAnn attended 
the Nixon Clay Business Col-
lege in Austin, Texas. 

She was an amazing busi-
nesswoman and used those 
skills as she spent many years 
working for the IRS and help-
ing her husband run his con-
struction company. She was 
also the owner of  Hardwood 
Products and successfully 
led that company for over 25 
years. 

JoAnn had a passion for 
the outdoors, hunting, fish-
ing, and enjoying wildlife. She 
loved watching movies, read-
ing e-books on her iPad, and 
keeping up with technology. 
JoAnn always had a generous 
heart and helped numerous 
family members, friends, and 
employees. 

She supported many char-

ities, such as Hab-
itat for Humanity, 
Williamson County 
Animal Shelter, AS-
PCA, and hospice.

JoAnn was pre-
ceded in death by 
her husband, Wal-
lace “Sonny” Luers-
en; son, Kevin Lu-

ersen; parents, Edmund and 
Alma Krumm Peterson; as 
well as other aunts and uncles.

She is survived by her two 
grandsons, Heston (Hannah) 
Luersen and Reagan (Nancy) 
Luersen; four great grandchil-
dren, Emiley, Addison, Raylan, 
and Haizley; daughter-in-law, 
Jennifer Luersen; sister, Betty 
(Theo) Zimmerman; nephews, 
Jason and Lee Zimmerman 
and their families; and other 
extended family. 

There are no services pend-
ing currently, however, the 
family asks that you visit the 
Providence Funeral Home 
website to view Joann’s “Life 
in Pictures” slideshow.

Many thanks to St. David’s 
Round Rock Hospital, Belair at 
Teravista, and Hospice for the 
compassion shown. She will 
be greatly missed!

JoAnn Luersen
(April 28, 1926 — 

May 24, 2020)
Major (Ret.) 

James King Foshee, 
94, of  Bryan, Texas 
passed away peace-
fully on Sunday, May 
24, 2020.

James was born 
on April 28, 1926 in 
Clanton, Alabama to James 
“Sie” and Cleo King Foshee.

He married the love of  his 
life, Margie Elizabeth Kubala, 
on September 27, 1952 in San 
Antonio, Texas. During his 
military career he selflessly 
served in World War II, the 
Korean and Vietnam wars 
and was a proud member of  
the “Greatest Generation” our 
country has ever seen.

After high school gradu-
ation in 1944, James joined 
the Army Air Corp, where he 
trained to be a B-24 tail gunner. 
Upon his discharge as an en-
listed man, he returned home 
from Japan and attended the 
University of  Montevallo and 
later transferred to Auburn 
University where he graduat-
ed with a degree in industrial 
management in 1951. While at 
Auburn he became a member 
of  Theta Chi Fraternity.

Upon graduation from Au-
burn University, he re-joined 
the Air Force as a 2nd Lieu-
tenant with his first duty sta-
tion at Lackland Air Force 
Base, in San Antonio, where 
he met his wife, Margie. His 
foreign assignments included 
Germany, Greece, Libya, Viet-
nam and Japan. 

James’ primary duty was 
with the Joint Command Ar-
my-Air Force Military Postal 
Service where he was a major 
contributor to the develop-
ment and implementation of  
expediting mail to the troops 
stationed overseas. His final 
duty station was the Pentagon, 
Washington, D.C. where he re-
tired in 1971. Upon retirement, 
he continued to serve his 
country as a ROTC instructor 
at Anniston High School, An-
niston, Alabama. 

James and Margie returned 

to Texas in 1975 to 
be near Margie’s 
family where he 
owned and operated 
Jim’s Liquor Store 
in Bartlett, Texas. 
They fully retired 
to Temple in 1985, 
where Jim was 
an active member 

of  the First United Method-
ist Church, the Lion’s Club, 
American Legion, VFW, So-
journer’s and King Solomon 
Masonic Lodge. After the loss 
of  his wife, James moved to 
Georgetown and then to Bry-
an to live near his daughter 
Diane. 

James was preceded in 
death by his wife, Margie, his 
parents, Cleo and Sie Foshee, 
his sister, Betty Snell, and 
brother, Jimmy Foshee.

To cherish his memory, 
James leaves behind his 
sons, David Randal Foshee 
and wife Linda, of  Simpson-
ville, South Carolina, James 
Paul Foshee and wife Karen, 
of  Plymouth, Michigan, and 
daughter, Diane Foshee Schil-
ler and husband, Weldon of  
College Station, Texas, sev-
en grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren.

A Memorial Service will be 
held on Friday, June 19, 2020 at 
the Callaway-Jones Funeral 
Home in Bryan, Texas with 
visitation at 9 a.m. followed by 
a service at 10 a.m. A Grave-
side Service will be held at 3 
p.m. at Bellwood Memorial 
Park Cemetery in Temple, 
Texas.

In lieu of  flowers, memori-
als may be made to the Texas 
Scottish Rite for Children in 
Dallas, Texas, Texas Lions 
Camp in Kerrville, Texas or 
the charity of  your choice.

The family would like to ex-
press a special “Thank You” 
to Major Foshee’s caregivers, 
Kesha, Gabby, and Rhonda and 
to Traditions Hospice for their 
unwavering love, devotion, 
and assistance to their father 
during his illness.

Express condolences at Cal-
lawayJones.com

Major James King Foshee, USAF Ret.
Norma Dunning-

ton Fritsch Sumpter 
was born on Novem-
ber 7, 1924 in Seat 
Pleasant, Maryland. 
Norma went to her 
heavenly home, May 
29, 2020 at the age of  
95.

She was the sec-
ond oldest of  four children 
born to Henry and Methyl 
Whitman Dunnington. She 
grew up in Laurel, Maryland 
and married Norman Fritsch 
on August 15, 1943. 

Together they raised two 
children, Neil and Nancy, in 
North Forestville, Maryland 
where she was a stay at home 
mother who sewed and was 
always available to her chil-
dren. After the children were 
grown, she worked at J. C. Pen-
ney as a department supervi-
sor, and retired after 22 years 
of  service. 

Norma was an active mem-
ber of  organizations with her 
children, such as the Boys and 
Girls Club, where the they 
were involved in bowling, 
baseball and many other ac-
tivities. 

Norma was also an active 
member of  the Methodist 
Women’s Club at Forest Me-
morial Methodist Church. 
Norma cared for Norman 
during his battle with cancer 
before he passed away on Au-
gust 1, 1983. She enjoyed ac-
tivities (such as playing UNO) 
and trips with a small group 
of  other widows in the neigh-
borhood. 

When she met Hubert Bil-
ly Sumpter, of  Port Lavaca, 
Texas, he joined in on their 
UNO nights. Norma and Bill 
were married on December 
31, 1988 in North Forestville, 
Maryland. They had a won-
derful life traveling together 
and spending summers in 
Maryland, and winters in 
Texas. Eventually they settled 
in Georgetown, Texas where 
she and Bill were active in 
bowling and Lone Star Mod-
el A Club. She was an active 
member of  First United Meth-

odist Church of  
Georgetown where 
she was in the 
Methodist Women’s 
Club. Together with 
Bill, Norma visited 
church members 
who were home-
bound and served 
them communion. 

Norma and Bill enjoyed trav-
eling on tours with the Model 
A Club and to bowling tourna-
ments in various places in the 
country. Norma was known as 
a kind, gentle, compassionate, 
and generous woman with 
a great sense of  humor. She 
was always smiling. Norma 
was the heart and soul of  her 
family.

Norma was preceded in 
death by her parents, hus-
band, Norman, sister Jeanne 
Sunderland, brothers, Charles 
Dunnington, Elbert Dun-
nington, and grandson, Neil 
Fritsch Jr. She is survived by 
husband, Hubert Billy Sumpt-
er; daughter, Nancy Hawkins 
(Dave) of  Brunswick, Maine; 
son, Neil Fritsch (Mary) of  
Corpus Christi; grandchil-
dren, Christy Birgen (Mi-
chael) of  College Station, 
Norma Fritsch-Minjares of  
Port Lavaca, and Keith Gil-
bo (Annmarie) of  Overland 
Park, Kansas; 10 great-grand-
children; and many nieces and 
nephews.

A celebration of  life will 
be held at a later date at First 
United Methodist Church of  
Georgetown with inurnment 
in Resurrection Cemetery, 
8000 Woodyard Road, Clinton, 
Prince George’s County, Mary-
land.

Words of  comfort may be 
shared with the family at 
www.cookwaldendavisfuner-
alhome.com

Norma Dunnington Fritsch Sumpter

(512) 863-2564
dignitymemorial.com

Obituaries may be e-mailed to obit@wilcosun.com
Tuesday at 10 a.m. for the Wednesday paper,

Friday at 10 a.m. for the Sunday paper.

Call 512-930-4824 for more details.

Death Notice

Selma “Sally” Teinert, age 96, passed away on June 3, 2020. 
A time of  visitation will be held on Monday, June 8, 2020 from 5-7 
p.m. at Ramsey Funeral Home. Funeral services will be held on 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 at Zion Lutheran Church in Walburg at 10 
a.m. Burial will follow in Zion Lutheran Cemetery.

Judge picked in 
‘Live PD’ case

know everybody involved. I think the 
public would rather have somebody to-
tally removed from the situation.

“Utterly fair,” Judge Stubblefield said 
of  Judge Peeples. “I admire him a great 
deal.”

“Judge Peeples has a great reputation,” 
said Eric Taube, whom Sheriff  Chody 
hired to represent him. Mr. Taube has 
said Sheriff  Chody is personally paying 
for his services and not billing the county.

Judge Stubblefield said it’s hard to pre-
dict when the lawsuit — which alleges 
Sheriff  Chody overstepped his authority 
by entering a TV contract with Big Fish 
Entertainment — will go to court.

“That’s the wild card,” Mr. Stubblefield 
said. “With the coronavirus and restric-
tions on in-person hearings, I’m sure the 
initial hearings will be done virtually.”

Live PD is broadcast on the A&E Net-
work. In August 2019 commissioners vot-
ed 5-0 to cancel a contract between the 
county and the show’s Big Fish produc-
tion company. 

Sheriff  Chody, on his own initiative, 
entered a new agreement in March.

Meanwhile, the sheriff ’s office did not 
respond to a question regarding wheth-
er Live PD crews were still filming Wilco 
patrol deputies at work, or whether the 
department’s relationship with the pro-
gram had ended. 

“A temporary injunction may not be 
necessary if  Big Fish is gone — and my 
information is they are,” Randy Leavitt 
said. Mr. Leavitt is one of  the attorneys 
county commissioners hired last month, 
after neither Sheriff  Chody nor Big Fish 
Entertainment submitted to their cease-
and-desist order.

However Mr. Leavitt and co-counsel 
Sean Breen said a mere cessation of  
filming — be it temporary or permanent 
— doesn’t resolve the underlying legal 
issue.

County Commissioners want a trial 
judge to settle once and for all their con-
tention that only they — not any other 
elected official or department head — can 
enter a contract on the county’s behalf.

“The issues with the sheriff  are not 
moot,” Mr. Leavitt said.

“Unless the sheriff  shows the wrong-
ful conduct has been discontinued and 
there is no reasonable expectation that 
his wrongful conduct will be repeated — 
be it with Big Fish or any other TV show 
— then it’s not moot and the county is 
moving forward at full bore,” Mr. Breen 
added.
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long-simmering issues — such 
as the Confederate soldier stat-
ue’s 104-year presence on the 
courthouse lawn — are part of  
what she perceives as the prob-
lem.

But the focus for her and oth-
ers Wednesday afternoon was 
undeniably on the death of  
Mr. Floyd, the 46-year-old black 
man who was killed May 25 af-
ter a Minneapolis police officer 
kneeled on his neck for nearly 
nine minutes.

Marching around the court-
house and also down Main 
Street, protestors chanted “No 
Justice, no peace,” as well as 
the call-and-response: “Say his 
name! George Floyd!”

Signs held aloft provided a 
variety of  shorthand for their 
cause.

One sign reminded: “All men 
are created equal and should be 
treated equal.” 

One accused: “The system is 
corrupt.”

And one asked a pointed, 
probing question: “How many 
weren’t filmed?”

Why they came
In speeches and one-on-one 

conversations, those in atten-
dance told who they are and 
why they came.

“I think we need to be stand-
ing, in whatever way we can, 
with people of  color — against 
police brutality and racism,” 
said Zelly Martin, a George-
town resident of  six years 
who’s pursuing a master’s de-
gree at the University of  Texas.

“Sometimes all you can do is 
show up,” she said.

“It’s just sad,” said Jenni-
fer McAnally, who works at 
the Framers Gallery on South 
Main Street. “People gotta 
stand up for what’s right.”

When asked what will bring 
about change, her employer, 
Kimi Chapman, said: “I don’t 
have the answer. I guess stand-
ing up for equality.”

“This is something that’s 
really been on my heart,” 
said Jamilee Jakubowski, 24, 
a teacher at Wagner Middle 
School. “I want my students to 
know they matter, no matter 
the color of  their skin. It is im-

portant my students can grow 
up in a community that tells 
them they do matter, especially 
my students of  color, my black 
students.”

Ken Holley, a Georgetown 
resident and 1971 Southwest-
ern University graduate, re-
called past times of  social up-
heaval and civil unrest.

“I went to Southwestern 
when the Vietnam War was go-
ing on,” Mr. Holley said. “This 
is the worst I’ve ever experi-
enced. It’s not the way it’s sup-
posed to be.”

Many of  those in attendance 
Wednesday were not born 
during the times Mr. Holley de-
scribed.

One of  the younger march-
ers, 11-year-old Aziel Quezada, 
was visiting from his home in 
Laredo. Aziel attended the pro-
test with his mother, George-
town resident Mari Ramirez.

“Honestly, I can’t believe 
this is happening again. I read 
about it in history books,” 
Aziel said. “I thought it was 
finally over. Here we are today, 
protesting that racism is still 
happening.”

What needs to happen?
Protestors expressed shared 

goals but not always shared 
tactics.

Frank Eiklor — a former Cal-

ifornia resident now living in 
Georgetown — wore a Marine 
Corps cap and offered a spiritu-
al message.

“This is a shot across the bow 
of  the Christian church,” he 
said of  Mr. Floyd’s killing. “We 
[Christians] talk the talk but we 
don’t walk the walk.”

Mr. Eiklor called on people to 
live out the biblical story of  the 
Good Samaritan. 

But Christine Eady Mann 
— a Cedar Park physician and 
candidate for Congress in the 
Democratic Party’s upcoming 
runoff  election — said getting 
the job done will take more 
than individual acts of  bravery 
and kindness.

“This is a systematic prob-
lem we have to address as a 
community,” Dr. Mann said. 
“While I appreciate the calls 
for peace, the peace has to come 
from the top.”

No confrontations
Although demonstrations 

in other U.S. cities have some-
times turned violent, with 
people physically harmed and 
property destroyed, George-
town’s peaceful protest organiz-
er Doria Fowler said the event 
turned out as she’d promised.

“No hateful comments will 
be tolerated,” Ms. Fowler post-
ed Tuesday on a Georgetown 

Facebook page.
The 13-year Georgetown res-

ident said she was gratified by 
Wednesday’s turnout.

“It started off  with an idea 
of  being out here myself,” Ms. 
Fowler said. “I shared a post 
and it just blew up.”

There were no confronta-
tions reported Wednesday, 
including when protestors 
marched past an armed civil-
ian couple — she with an AR-
15 semiautomatic rifle and he 
with a holstered .45-caliber 
pistol — who said they’d been 
asked to stand guard in front of  
a Main Street business.

John Siemens of  San Anto-
nio said he and his wife, Vashti 
Esther Siemens, were repre-
senting a group called Oath 
Keepers.

“We are here at the invitation 
of  shop owners,” Mr. Siemens 
said.

The open display of  weapons 
notwithstanding, Mr. Siemens 
said he, his wife and a man 
accompanying them were not 
seeking confrontation.

When asked if  they would 
use their weapons, had there 
been trouble, Mr. Siemens said: 
“We call the police immediate-
ly [but] we have the right to 
defend our lives. If  somebody 
throws a Molotov cocktail, that 
is a deadly threat.”

Capt. Waits said the Oath 
Keepers were within their 
rights to carry firearms down-
town.

Leaders react, reflect 
Mayor Dale Ross and Police 

Chief  Wayne Nero attended the 
protest and later shared their 
comments

“I’ve been talking to con-
cerned members of  the com-
munity,” Chief  Nero said in a 
written statement. “I’ve been 
listening and learning.

“These protests are for a just 
cause and must be heard, and 
I want the community to know 
we are listening,” Mayor Ross 
said in a written statement.

“Talk to your chief  of  police, 
your city council, your mayor,” 
Ms. Wilson urged the crowd 
assembled on the courthouse 
lawn. “Talk to them and give 
them your support.”

Continued from 1A

Hundreds rally downtown for peace, justice

Georgetown resident LaTonya Wyatt’s son marches with protes-
tors to fight for equality and an end to police violence against 
black people. Ms. Wyatt said racism is an issue across the 
country and change needs to happen. She said although she has 
found Georgetown to be an overall supportive community, her 
son experienced a racist incident when they moved to the area 
two years ago.
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