
Scatterbrained Soliloquies 

Can be used with 4th – 12th graders depending on the passage. 

The following is provided by Russ Bartlett through the Folger Shakespeare Lesson Plan Series. 

Small groups of students will look at a famous soliloquy or monologue whose lines have been written on 
separate pieces of paper and then scrambled. As the students work to reassemble their scrambled 
passages, they will become more aware of sentence structure, meter, meaning, characterization, and 
vocabulary. 

You will need one scrambled soliloquy or monologue packet for each small group; each packet must be 
printed on different colored paper. 

This lesson will take one to two class periods. 

1. Divide the class into small groups of three to five students, and assign each group a color. Explain that 
they will be looking at a passage from the current play, trying to make sense of its meaning. First (my 
favorite part)... 
2. Take all of your scrambled packets, mix them together for a rainbow effect, and throw them up into 
the air, in two or three dramatic tosses. Once the pieces of paper settle to the floor ... 

3. Assure the students that you have not gone crazy. Remind each group of its assigned color, and ask 
each group to pick up all the pieces of that particular color. Each group should end up with the same 
number of pieces. Briefly set up the context of the speech and explain that now they must... 

4. Put the speech in order, laying out the papers on their desktops or on the floor. (No peeking in their 
books is allowed!) How can they accomplish this task, they wonder, not knowing many of the words or 
expressions? 

Easy, you tell them... 

5. Create a word bank on the blackboard, noting unfamiliar words, phrases, and concepts. Ask a few 
probing questions that might help them figure out the meanings for themselves. If students get stuck on 
a particular word or phrase, have the students refer to dictionaries or Shakespearean glossaries. Armed 
with this new knowledge, they can... 

6. Put the various pieces of paper in order and be prepared to explain/defend all of the choices made. 
Why did you put a certain line where you did? What clues led to your group's final order? When the 
groups are finished... . 

7. Pick one group to read its assembled passage aloud, while other groups check it against their finished 
sequences. After one group has had its chance... 

8. Check the order of the lines in each group's soliloquy, asking each group to explain its choices. List on 
the board the criteria used to determine line order. Compare and contrast the different versions. When 
the entire class has decided on the best, most accurate, plausible or even elegant version ... 

9. Tack the pieces in order on a bulletin board, or punch holes in them and string them together for a 
hanging display. The possibilities are endless. Inform the students that they may now… 

10. Consult their texts to check the order of the speech. Were the students able to reassemble the 
soliloquy in logical and meaningful ways? Did the explanations offered by group members reflect 
attentiveness to meaning, sound and rhyme, characterization, compatibility with prior events occurring 
in the play, etc.? 



"Scatterbrained Soliloquy" packets: You will need to divide up the speech into at least ten sections, 
writing in large letters on white typing paper. Preserve the poetry in your transcribing (don't turn it into 
prose as you copy it) but feel free to create a break in mid-line or mid-sentence. When you have broken 
up the passage into at least ten sections, copy the sets in different colors or number them per group, as 
many different colors or |numbers as there are groups participating. The prep time for this lesson is a 
bit long, but if you collect the copies from your students at the end of the exercise, you can use the 
packets again next year. (Or use strips of colored paper as I did for this. It made then easier for me to 
travel with.) 


