4 Independent Reading for English II – Pre-AP

It is strongly recommended that students entering Advanced Placement English at the junior and senior levels have read the following books at some time before they begin the courses. On the whole, these items are most appropriately recommended for high school students and adults.  Since the student will select from the list for himself/herself, if the student or parent finds the material too mature, the student should choose another book.
 Choose one of the titles below. (Do not select a book that you have read at another time or in another class.) Read and annotate the book.  Prepare a book analysis according to the form given in class.  
1. Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court – Mark Twain
The work is a very early example of time travel in literature, anticipating by six years H. G. Wells' The Time Machine of 1895 (however, unlike Wells, Twain does not give any real explanation of his protagonist's traveling in time).

2. All the Pretty Horses - Cormac McCarthy

The novel tells of John Grady Cole, a sixteen year old cowboy who grew up on his grandfather's ranch in west Texas.

3. Cold Mountain - Charles Frazier

It tells the story of W. P. Inman, a wounded deserter from the Confederate army near the end of the American Civil War who walks for months to return to Ada Monroe, the love of his life; the plot shares several similarities with Homer's The Odyssey.

4. Bless Me, Ultima - Rudolfo Anaya
Set in the small town of Guadalupe, New Mexico during World War II, this novel follows the story of Antonio Márez, a young boy who meets a curandera named Ultima. The main plotline involves Ultima's struggle to stop the witchcraft of the three daughters of Tenorio Trementina, the main villain. 

5. Their Eyes Were Watching God - Zora Neale Hurston
The main character, an African American woman in her early forties named Janie Crawford, tells the story of her life and journey via an extended flashback to her best friend, Pheoby, so that Pheoby can tell Janie's story to the nosy community on her behalf. 
6. Death Comes for the Archbishop - Willa Sibert Cather
The primary character is Bishop Jean Marie Latour, who travels alone from Cincinnati to New Mexico to take charge of the newly established diocese of New Mexico, which has only just become a territory of the United States. He is later assisted by his childhood friend Father Joseph Vaillant. 

7. My Antonia - Willa Sibert Cather 
This great American novel tells the story of several immigrant families who move to rural Nebraska. Antonia is the eldest daughter of the Shimerdas and is a bold and free-hearted young woman who becomes the center of narrator Jim Burden's attention.

8. Dandelion Wine – Ray Bradbury
The main character of the story is Douglas Spaulding, a 12-year-old boy loosely patterned after Bradbury. Most of the book is focused upon the routines of small-town America, and the simple joys of yesteryear.

9. The Member of the Wedding - Carson McCullers
The main action of the novel takes place over a few days in late August. It tells the story of 12-year-old tomboy Frankie Addams, who feels disconnected from the world -- 'an unjoined person'. She dreams of going away with her brother and his bride-to-be on their honeymoon, following them to the Alaskan wilderness.
10. Yellow Raft in Blue Water - Michael Anthony Dorris
The novel begins with Rayona playing cards with Christine in the hospital, when Rayona's African-American father Elgin visits, angering Christine. Christine leaves the hospital with Rayona, threatening suicide at the spot where Rayona was conceived. Christine eventually leaves Rayona with Aunt Ida, where over time, Rayona begins to learn about herself and where she came from.
11. Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane
The novel, in which a young recruit in the American Civil War is faced by the cruelty of war, has made Crane an international success. Although he was born after the war and had not at the time experienced battle firsthand, the novel is considered an example of Realism.

12. Cry the Beloved Country by Alan Paton
The protagonist is Stephen Kumalo, a black Anglican priest from a rural Natal town, who is searching for his son Absalom in the city of Johannesburg.
13. All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque
An anti-war novel  about the horrors of World War I and the deep detachment from German civilian life felt by many men returning from the front.
14. Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway
An American novel that emerges from World War I. It cemented Ernest Hemingway's reputation as one of the most important novelists of the twentieth century. Drawn largely from Hemingway's own experiences, it is the story of a volunteer ambulance driver wounded on the Italian front, the beautiful British nurse with whom he falls in love, and their journey to find some small sanctuary in a world gone mad with war.
15. Pride & Prejudice by Jane Austen
Austen's most famous novel and a timeless classic. With skilful brilliance Austen exposes the hypocrisy and snobbery of various classes. She also introduces us to Elizabeth Bennet, one of English literature's most vivacious heroines. The gripping plot, amusing dialogues and entertaining situations make this novel a masterpiece.
16. Frankenstein - Mary Shelley

Frankenstein is a novel infused with some elements of the Gothic novel and the Romantic movement. It was also a warning against the "over-reaching" of modern man and the Industrial Revolution, alluded to in the novel's subtitle, The Modern Prometheus.
17. Rebecca - Daphne du Maurier

"Last night I dreamt I went to Manderley again."

So begins the classic Rebecca, the unsurpassed modern masterpiece of romantic suspense -- one of the bestselling novels of all time! And so begins the remembrances of the second Mrs. Maxim de Winter, as she recalls the events that led her to the isolated gray stone manse on the windswept Cornish coast.

18. Kim - Rudyard Kipling

The novel is notable for its detailed portrait of Indian people, culture, and its varied religions. It is generally considered by critics to be Kipling's best serious long novel.
19. The Chosen - Chaim Potok

The Chosen is set in the 1940s, in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, New York City. The story takes place over a period of three years, beginning in 1944 when the protagonists are fifteen years old. It is set against the backdrop of the historical events of the time: the end of World War II, the death of President Roosevelt, the revelation of the Holocaust in Europe, and the struggle for the creation of the state of Israel.
20. Roots - Alex Haley

Brought up on the stories of his elderly female relatives -- including his Grandmother Cynthia, who was emancipated from slavery with her family in 1865 -- Alex Haley purported to have traced his family history back to "the African", Kunta Kinte, captured by slave traders in 1767.
21. The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter - Carson McCullers

It is about a deaf man named John Singer and the people he encounters in a 1930s mill town in the U.S. state of Georgia.
22. All the King’s Men - Robert Penn Warren

The novel is loosely based on the biography of Louisiana governor Huey Long and derives its title from a line in the popular nursery rhyme Humpty Dumpty and is also a reference to Long's slogan "Every Man a King".
23.  A Tale of Two Cities – Charles Dickens

A Tale of Two Cities (1859) is the second historical novel by Charles Dickens, set in London and Paris before and during the French Revolution. It depicts the plight of the French proletariat under the brutal oppression of the French aristocracy in the years leading up to the revolution, and the corresponding savage brutality demonstrated by the revolutionaries toward the former aristocrats in the early years of the revolution.
24.  Wuthering Heights - Emily Jane Brontë
The name of the novel comes from the Yorkshire manor on the moors on which the story centres (as an adjective, wuthering is a Yorkshire word referring to turbulent weather). The narrative tells the tale of the all-encompassing and passionate, yet thwarted, love between Heathcliff and Catherine Earnshaw, and how this unresolved passion eventually destroys them and many around them.
25. Things Fall Apart - Chinua Achebe
The novel concerns the life of Okonkwo, a leader and local wrestling champion throughout the nine villages of the Igbo ethnic group of Umuofia in Nigeria, his three wives, his children (mainly concerning his oldest son Nwoye and his favorite daughter Ezinma), and the influences of British colonialism and Christian missionaries on his traditional Igbo (archaically spelled "Ibo") community during an unspecified time in the late nineteenth or early twentieth century.
26. The Once And Future King - T. H. White 
Quartet of novels by T.H. White, published in a single volume in 1958. The quartet comprises The Sword in the Stone (1938), The Queen of Air and Darkness--first published as The Witch in the Wood (1939)--The Ill-Made Knight (1940), and The Candle in the Wind (published in the composite volume, 1958). The series is a retelling of the Arthurian legend, from Arthur's birth to the end of his reign, and is based largely on Sir Thomas Malory's Le Morte Darthur.
27.  The Poisonwood Bible - Barbara Kingsolver
It is a bestselling novel about a missionary family, the Prices, who in 1959 move from Georgia to the fictional village of Kilanga in the Belgian Congo. The Prices' story, which parallels their host country's tumultuous emergence into the post-colonial era, is narrated by the five women of the family: Orleanna, long-suffering wife of Baptist missionary Nathan Price, and their four daughters – Rachel, Leah, Adah, and Ruth May.
