These are the notes from my presentation.  Please, let me know if you have questions about anything or suggestions for improvement. :) 

I use poetry in my classroom mostly to introduce new ideas because of the typically shorter length. It doesn’t take much time, but it’s full of meaning. 

I (usually) always: 
-Make sure each student has a copy
-Read the poem twice. The first time the students simply listen. The second time I give them a task as they’re listening. 

Some examples: 
(1st 2 lessons from Poetry After Lunch compiled by Joyce Armstrong Carroll and Edward E. Wilson) 

Explicit/Implicit Characterization ~20 min
-“Spade Scharnweber” by Don Welch
-“The Courtship” by George Ella Lyon
-Read 2x 
-2nd read find examples of characterization
-Share and write explicit vs implicit examples on the board
-Explicit: What do we know about the character? What does the poet tell us? List under “Explicit”
-Implicit: Okay, now what can you infer about the character based on actions, dialogue, etc.? List under “Implicit”

-Discuss how what people show us is so often different from their inner personality. 

Starting the first essay/Making students feel better about their writing ~10 min

“I need a new prompt” by John Eubanks
-Read 2x
-Text connection (choose text-self, text-text, or text-world) 
-Discuss responses and show students that everyone experiences writer’s block and/or a feeling of incompetence from time to time.
-Tell them it’s okay because writing is recursive. They might have to return to or “repeat” prewriting and drafting several times before polishing their essay into the best possible draft. 

