Last project of the year- 

The Dinner Party


Your last project of the year will be one that allows you to interpret freely and be creative in regard to the literature that we have studied this year.  On Friday, May 27, we will hold a class dinner party complete with food, your own table decorations, and lofty, intellectual conversation.  There are several steps to this project.

____1. Pick either an author whose work we have studied this year OR a character who appeared in one of the works we have studied.  This author or character should be one who has influenced you in some way- big or small.  Your choice does not need to be someone who could be seen as a role model; he or she can be anyone who has led you to think more deeply about an idea or to feel more strongly about a subject.  You will need to be able to explain your choice coherently for your project write-up.  Be ready to tell me your choice next class.

____2. Now comes the part where you get to create. You will create a place setting to represent the person you chose in #1. Your place mat and plate should symbolically give insight into your choice.  Paper plates and place mats cut from paper may be used, but you can also get fancy and use real plates and place mats that you decorate in your own unique way.  These place settings should be your very best work and will be graded on effort and originality.

____3. Next, you should determine what food you will bring to the dinner party.  Your food should also be representative of your chosen person.  For example, if you are working with Twain, you could bring sweet tea or southern hors d’ovres.  Make sure you bring enough for the class to sample.

____4. Then, on note cards, write complete, specific answers to each of the following ontological questions FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF YOUR CHOSEN PERSON.  Make sure you give reasons for why your person believes the way her or she does.  

· What is the meaning of life? 
· What are our roles as human beings?

· Describe the limits that should be placed on one’s freedom.

· How should one balance humility with pride?

· Should one allow their passion to overtake their reason?

· Is life controlled by fate or free will?
· How does one truly display courage?

· Should one really keep their enemies close?
· Does social status determine one’s destiny?

· FREEBIE: Write a question that your character would ask and answer it from their POV.
____5.  Now, do a write-up for the project.  Include a section on why you chose your person, another section that details and explains the artistic choices you made on your place setting, and a last section on what significance your food has to your person. **Be mindful of repetition.
____6. Come to class on May 27, 2016 with your place setting, food, and discussion questions.  Be prepared to discuss the ontological questions (and other surprise questions) in the persona of your chosen person.  **The more natural the conversation, the better the grade!!
You will get ONE grade for this project, and it will count as the last test grade of the year!

Grading Rubric:

Place Setting


_____/25
Food/Costume

_____/10
Write-Up


_____/40
Conversation


_____/25



Total: _____/100
