1 Heart of Darkness

Part III

	Quotations:
Find the following quotes as you read. Who said them, and why do you think they’re important?  Identify page numbers as you read.
1. " He made me see things–-Things!" 

2. He would "forget himself amongst these people....forget himself." 

3. "I! I! I am a simple man. I have no great thoughts. I want nothing from nobody. How can you compare me to..." 

4. "I’ll carry my ideas out yet-I’ll show you what can be done. You with your peddling little notions."  

5. "Mr. Kurtz’ reputation is safe with me." 

6. "Oh, he enlarged my mind." 

7. "You will be lost–-Utterly lost."

 8. "The horror, the horror." 

9. "Mistah Kurtz, he dead." 

10. "I had all his noble confidence. I knew him best." 

11. "Yes, his example. I forgot that." 

12. "The last word he said–was your name."



	Introduction: The following quotes come from the final section of Heart of Darkness. Look for repeated themes or words with double meanings.


	Questions:
Answer the following questions fully.  Identify page numbers where the answers can be found when appropriate.  Questions with a * will be discussed in class- try to answer if you can!

1. Describe the "harlequin.” How old is he? Why is he still alive?

2. What was on the stakes outside of Kurtz’s compound? Which way were they pointed?
Who had they been?

 3. How does Kurtz come to the boat? How does Marlow describe him? *What symbols does Marlow use Marlow to describe Kurtz?

4. What weapons does Kurtz bring with him? *Why does he bring them? 

5. Who is the "wild and gorgeous apparition of a woman"? *What does Conrad pair her with? 

6. What happens to Kurtz right before he dies? *What do his last words mean? (probably)  *Why does Marlow blow out the candle? Why won’t Marlow leave the dining room? 

7. What does it mean "he had something to say"?  *Why were Kurtz’s last words "a victory"?

8. What does Marlow learn about Kurtz back in the city?

9. What does Marlow want to give up? How has he gone about doing that? 

10. Describe the Intended.  Earlier Marlow says that women live in beautiful worlds that we shouldn’t disturb. How is that true here? *How is that feeling his downfall?

11. Did the Intended know Kurtz truly? What didn’t she know? Why doesn’t Marlow tell her the truth? Why do you suppose she cries out "I knew it" at the end? 

Should he have said something else to the Intended?  Explain your answer.

So what, then, is the heart of darkness?

	


