1 Heart of Darkness

Part I

Name _________________________    Date ____________ Period ____________

	Introduction: Possibly the most interesting parts of the novel happen at the very beginning. Much of the mindset of the novel occurs here.


	    
	Quotes.  Find the following quotes as you read. Who said them, and why do you think they’re important?  Identify page numbers as you read.
1. "And this also…has been one of the dark places of the earth." 

2. "We live in the flicker...may it last as long as the old earth keeps rolling." 

3. "They were men enough to face the darkness." 

4. "Imagine the growing regrets, the longing to escape, the powerless disgust, the surrender, the hate..." 

5. "Du calme, du calme, adieu."

6. "These were strong, lusty, red-eyed devils, that swayed and drove men – men, I tell you.  But as I stood on this hillside, I foresaw that in the blinding sunshine of that land I would become acquainted with a flabby, pretending, weak-eyed devil of a rapacious and pitiless folly.”
7. "I’ve been teaching one of the native women about the station. It was difficult. She had a distaste for the work." 

8. "When one has got to make correct entries, one comes to hate those savages, hate them to the death."


9. "He was obeyed, yet he inspired neither love, nor fear, nor even respect. he inspired uneasiness." 

10. "The word "ivory" hung in the air. You would think they were praying to it." 

11. "He is a prodigy....We want for the guidance of the cause entrusted us by Europe, so to speak higher intelligence, wide sympathies, singleness of purpose." 

12. "You know, I hate, detest, can’t bear a lie."
13.  “No man here bears a charmed life.” 

14. "It was reckless without hardihood, greedy without audacity, and cruel without courage; there was not an atom of...serious intention among them."

	
	Questions.  Answer the following questions as best you can.  Identify page numbers where the answers can be found when appropriate.  Questions with a * will be discussed in class- try to answer them on your own!
1. What is the setting of this story?
*Why is it important that the tide has just turned?

2. How is Marlow different from everyone else on that ship?
Is the audience listening to the story civilized?
Is Marlow?

3. How did the Romans react to England?
What did England look like then?
How was it a "dark place"?

4. According to Marlow, what redeems "the conquest of the earth"?
*Why do you suppose he breaks off?
5. To what does Marlow keep comparing the river?


   6. Besides knitting, what do the two women do in the office?
   *How might Conrad’s Victorian English audience react to this? 

    7. Why did Fresleven go nuts?
    Why did he die?
    Why did the village become abandoned?

	   8. Marlow’s aunt calls her nephew an "emissary of light." 
    What does she imagine her nephew is about to do?
    Why doesn’t he correct her?
   9. Describe the Company’s station. 
   *Why do you suppose the natives allowed themselves to get bullied about so much?

   10. Describe the accountant.
   Why is he a "miracle"
   *Marlow clearly admires him. Why?
   *Is he a victim of the weak-eyed devil?

   11.  Describe the station manager.
   What was his supreme gift?
   Why doesn’t Marlow like him?
   *What might be the other meaning of having no "entrails"?
   12. What is the brick maker doing?
   What is he waiting for?

   13. Describe Kurtz’s painting.
   What do you suppose it means?

 14.  The station manager and the brick-maker are both upset at Kurtz’s preeminence. Why?
What does this say about them?
How has Marlow lied to this man?

15. What is the problem with the rivets?
What does that show about this enterprise?
*Why would the station manager not want the rivets to make it out?

15. What is wrong about the Eldorado Exploring Expedition?


16.  Discuss some aspects of Conrad’s writing style.  What do you like and/or dislike about it?  Be specific.  







