Heart of Darkness, Chapter 2

Plot Questions

1. Why does the Manager fear and hate Kurtz?

2. Why has the Manager delayed and avoided sending food or supplies to Kurtz?

3. Why is the Manager’s excuse for this neglect false and invalid?

4. Why does the Manager find Kurtz’ success at obtaining ivory infuriating?

5. What is Marlow’s reaction to the Manager’s treatment of Kurtz?  Is Marlow classed with Kurtz?  Why or why not?

6. It is mentioned that all the donkeys of the Eldorado Expedition died.  Marlow says that he never learned the fate of the “less valuable” animals.  Explain who they were.

7. How long did it take the steamer to reach Kurtz?

8. Summarize Marlow’s description of the trip up the river?

9. What were the twenty men enlisted to help?  What is Marlow’s opinion of them?  What did they bring with them to eat?  How were they paid?

10. To Marlow, the steamer crawls towards what one goal?

11. A main theme of the novel is expressed in this section—“No, they were not inhuman.”  Explain.

12. What is Marlow’s excuse for not going ashore “for a howl and a dance”?

13. Why does the black Fireman stay on board instead of going ashore to clap and dance?

14. What is the book Marlow finds in the hut?  Who do they think has lived in the hut?

15. Why is the Manager “beautifully resigned” to the slower pace up the river?

16. When they are eight miles below Kurtz’ station, what new problem slows their progress?

17. Why do the black crewmen grin when the steamer is attacked?  Why does Marlow sympathize with them?

18. How have these crewmen been abused?  Who does Marlow feel is the more self-controlled—the blacks or the whites?

19. Do the natives sound more sorrowful or warlike?  Why?

20. How does Marlow react to the death of the black Helmsman?

21. What does Marlow know is unique and most powerful in Kurtz?  How important has Kurtz become to Marlow?

22. Describe Kurtz’ physical appearance.  How much ivory has Kurtz collected?

23. What makes Kurtz an uncommon man?  What is his postscript (p.s.) to his paper for the International Society for the Suppression of Savage Customs?

24. How does Marlow feel towards the black Helmsman?  What does he do with the body?  Why?

25. What really causes the retreat of the natives?

26. Marlow describes the Inner Station.  What does he think (at first) is on each pole?

27. Why does Marlow think of a harlequin when he meets the Russian?

28. What is the Russian’s attitude towards Kurtz?  Why does Conrad portray him as a fool?

29. Why do the pilgrims go to Kurtz’ house heavily armed?

30. Why is the recovered book symbolic?

