Heart of Darkness Questions, Chapter 3

1. How as the Russian managed to survive?  How does Marlow feel about meeting him?  What does Marlow think of the Russian’s devotion to Kurtz?  What do the cannibals think?

2. How did Kurtz manage to raid the country alone?  Could anything stop Kurtz from “killing whom he jolly well pleased”?

3. Why is Marlow uneasy during his conversation with the Russian?

4. What does the Russian admit to Marlow about Kurtz’ condition?

5. What does Marlow discover about the “knobs” on the ends of the stakes?  What does Marlow decide Kurtz lacks?

6. Kurtz is ___ at the core.  Why?

7. Which is more intolerable to Marlow—the heads or the native chiefs crawling into Kurtz’ presence?  Why?

8. Why has there been no medicine or food at the station?

9. How does Marlow describe Kurtz’ speech to the wailing natives?  Is Kurtz successful in his speech?  Explain.

10. What does kurtz mean in German?  Why is this ironic?

11. What does Kurtz first say to Marlow?  Why?  What is so remarkable about Kurtz?

12. Describe the gorgeous native woman who has been Kurtz’ mistress.  How does the Russian feel about her?  Why?

13. What is the atmosphere around the Manager like to Marlow?  What is Marlow’s mood here?

14. Who orders the attack on the steamer?  Sum up what you know now about Kurtz.

15. What does Marlow discover at midnight?

16. Marlow delivers a confusing report of what happens next.  A few certainties do appear—what is Marlow certain Kurtz will do when he reaches the natives?  What does Marlow experience when he hears the drums?

17. Do Kurtz and Marlow fight physically?  Explain.

18. What do the commonplace words hide (what are their implications)?

19. How low has Kurtz’s soul descended?

20. The next day the white men get out their guns and start their “little fun.”  Who is shot?

21. On the trip back what is the Manager’s mood?

22. On the boat, how does Marlow now look upon Kurtz?  Why hasn’t he paid more attention to Kurtz?

23. What are Kurtz’ last words?  What has he seen?  How do these words affect Marlow?

24. Why does Marlow say “And then they very nearly buried me?”  

25. After Marlow returns to Brussels, he has 3 visitors inquiring about Kurtz.  Each reveals something about Kurtz which shows that Kurtz was versatile and gifted.  What did each visitor contribute about Kurtz?

26. Contrast Kurtz’ “Intended” with his native “Mistress.”

27. What lie does Marlow tell Kurtz’ Intended?  Why?

28. How does Marlow feel about lying?  What does he expect to happen?  How does he feel when it doesn’t?

29. Is Kurtz deserving of the Intended?  Why or why not?

30. What part of himself has Marlow discovered in Kurtz?  What group of people in the book typifies truth and reality?  What group typifies the blackness of man’s soul?  Explain the irony.

31. Has the Director understood or appreciated Marlow’s story?  Why or why not?

