Antigone Essay Questions

The following questions have all appeared on the AP Literature and Composition test and offered Antigone as one of the “literary merit” choices.    Choose one (1) question to answer fully with quotations from the text to prove your answer.  You will have 55 minutes to complete the essay.

1979: Choose a complex and important character in Antigone who might - on the basis of the character's actions alone - be considered evil or immoral. In a well-organized essay, explain both how and why the full presentation of the character in the work makes us react more sympathetically than we otherwise might. Avoid plot summary.
 

1980: A recurring theme in literature is "the classic war between a passion and responsibility." For instance, a personal wrong, a love, a desire for revenge, a determination to address a wrong, or some other emotion or drive may conflict with moral duty.

From Antigone choose a character who confronts the demands of private passion that conflicts with his or her responsibilities. In a well-written essay show clearly the nature of the conflict, its effects upon the character, and its significance to the work.  Avoid plot summary.

1990: Antigone depicts a conflict between a parent (or a parental figure) and a son or daughter. Write an essay in which you analyze the sources of conflict and explain how the conflict contributes to the meaning of the work. Avoid plot summary. 

1994: In Antigone, a character who appears briefly, or does not appear at all, is a significant presence. Write an essay in which you show how such a character functions in the work. You may wish to discuss how the character affects action, theme, or the development of other characters. Avoid plot summary.


1999: The eighteenth-century British novelist Laurence Stern wrote, "Nobody, but he who has felt it, can conceive what a plaguing thing it is to have a man's mind torn asunder by two projects of equal strength, both obstinately pulling in a contrary direction at the same time."

From Antigone choose a character (not necessarily the protagonist) whose mind is pulled in conflicting directions by two compelling desires, ambitions, obligations, or influences. Then, in a well-organized essay, identify each of the two conflicting forces and explain how this conflict within one character illuminates the meaning of a work as a whole. Avoid plot summary.

Antigone makeup test 

The following question appeared on the 2003 AP Literature and Composition Test and offered Antigone as one of the “literary merit” choices.  Answer the question fully with quotations from the text to prove your answer.  You will have 55 minutes to complete the essay.

2003:  According to critic Northrop Frye, “Tragic heroes are so much the highest points in their human landscape that they seem the inevitable conductors of the power about them, great trees more likely to be struck by lightning than a clump of grass.  Conductors may of course be instruments as well as victims of the divine lightning.”

From Antigone select a tragic figure that functions as an instrument of the suffering of others.  Then write an essay in which you explain how the suffering brought upon others by that figure contributes to the tragic vision of the work as a whole.  Avoid mere plot summary.

