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ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION

SECTION II

Total time—2 hours

Question 1

(Suggested lime—40 minutes. This question counts as one-third of the total essay section score.)

Carefully read the following poem by Mary Oliver. Then write a well-organized essay in which you analyze how
Oliver conveys the relationship between the tree and family through the use of figurative language and other poetic
techniques.

The Black Walnut Tree

My mother and I debate:
we could sell

the black walnut tree

Una to the lumberman,
5 and pay off the mortgage.

Likely some storm anyway
will churn down its dark boughs,
smashing the house. We talk
slowly, two women trying

io in a difficult time to be wise.

Roots in the cellar drains,

I say, and she replies
(hat the leaves are getting heavier
every year, and the fruit

15 harder to gather away.
But something brighter than money
moves in our blood—an edge
sharp and quick as a trowel
that wants us to dig and sow.

20 So we talk, but we don't do

anything. That night I dream
of my fathers out of Bohemia
filling the blue fields
of fresh and generous Ohio

2.5 with leaves and vines and orchards.

What my mother and I both know
is that we'd crawl with shame

in the emptiness we'd made
in our own and our fathers' backyard.

30 So the black walnut tree

swings through another year
of sun and leaping winds,
of leaves and bounding fruit,
and, month after month, the whip-

35 crack of the mortgage.

"The Black Walnut Tree" from Twelve Moons by
Mary Oliver, copyright © 1979 by Mary Oliver.
Used by permission.

Unauthorized copying or reuse of
any part of this page is illegal.
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2013 AP English Literature Scoring Guide
Question #1: Oliver, "The Black Walnut Tree"

General Directions: This scoring guide will be useful for most of the essays that you read, but in problematic cases, please
consult your table leader. The score that you assign should reflect your judgment of the quality of the essay as a whole—its-
content, style, and mechanics. Reward the writers for what they do well. The score for an exceptionally well-written
essay may be raised by one point above the otherwise appropriate score. In no case may a poorly written essay be scored
higher than a three (3).

9-8 These essays offer a persuasive analysis of Oliver's use of figurative language and other poetic techniques

to convey her ideas about the relationship between the tree and family. The writers of these essays offer a range

of interpretations; they provide convincing readings of both the ideas and Oliver's use of figurative language and

other poetic techniques. They demonstrate consistent and effective control over the elements of composition in

language appropriate to the analysis of poetry. Their textual references are apt and specific. Though they may not

be error-free, these essays are perceptive in their analysis and demonstrate writing that is clear and sophisticated,

and in the case of a nine (9) essay, especially persuasive.

7-6 These essays offer a reasonable analysis of Oliver's use of figurative language and other poetic techniques

to convey her ideas about the relationship between the tree and family. They are less thorough or less precise in

their discussion of the ideas and Oliver's use of figurative language and other poetic techniques, and their analysis

of the relationship between the two is less thorough or convincing. These essays demonstrate the writer's ability

to express ideas clearly, making references to the text, although they do not exhibit the same level of effective

writing as the 9-8 papers. Essays scored a seven (7)present better developed analysis and more consistent
command of the elements of effective composition than do essays scored a six (6).

5 These essays respond to the assigned task with a plausible reading of Oliver's use of figurative language

and other poetic techniques to convey her ideas about the relationship between the tree and family, but tend to be

superficial in their analysis of the ideas and of figurative language and other poetic techniques. They often rely on

paraphrase, which may contain some analysis, implicit or explicit. Their analysis of the relationship of the ideas or

of Oliver's use of figurative language and other poetic techniques may be vague, formulaic, or minimally supported
by references to the text. There may be minor misinterpretations of the poem. These writers demonstrate some

control of language, but their essays may be marred by surface errors. These essays are not as well conceived,
organized, or developed as 7-6 essays.

4-3 These lower-half essays fail to offer an adequate analysis of the poem. The analysis may be partial,

unconvincing, or irrelevant, or may ignore Oliver's ideas about the relationship between the tree and family or her

use of figurative language and other poetic techniques. Evidence from the poem may be slight or misconstrued, or
the essays may rely on paraphrase only. The writing often demonstrates a lack of control over the conventions of

composition: inadequate development of ideas, accumulation of errors, or a focus that is unclear, inconsistent, or

repetitive. Essays scored a three (3) may contain significant misreading and/or demonstrate inept writing.

2-1 These essays compound the weaknesses of the papers in the 4-3 range. Although some attempt has been

made to respond to the prompt, the writer's assertions are presented with little clarity, organization, or support
from the poem. These essays may contain serious errors in grammar and mechanics. They may offer a complete

misreading or be unacceptably brief. Essays scored a one (1) contain little coherent discussion of the poem.

0 These essays give a response that is completely off topic or inadequate; there may be some mark or a drawing

or a brief reference to the task.

These essays are entirely blank.
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jhp -fdrf tndi itipy arc m/(P^j(P^x^^^^M(m "An S)
c//tV*~/'riJ /d dihn-o "£Linp in) ,1T)P\/ Sirp sJipoppr/ -for
Cr^hjbud-dY)^! r/nn r± mdKpAM cPclsion ID g£jt
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Tt ft this be/if-P md hgstd/g/r? Ahrrf -Peed ihz
Contlici betlA/pen ~Hqp ^piri\idlly Arid physic?//y rich.



Write in the box the number of the question you are answering
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In -rhp. pnwVTht fiWu.V Htrtw^Trfp," fry)

moi imtuiM^ tkm^ A vy\ ovMor\rv>iy \mvyk
HM.W^ oA<f jif\t -Htt

OliN IV Mii pWAhi fa c(?vAi pr> -thn vuft nWt
-fot |MAv\ ±o V^Ap fki. EMM lYMtjirvf jbi faj&J
f\M. f imtyVi Yv) Qq aKT NiAVm -rW V\) (UhAAfr -fm -

mt.vti inW bl'P'Q^i';, montA) ^M n.i.f mfr^ -fhvpv
jjjfve V?'\0o4 biM Yhi^ Qvifrk if fffftfcii O-feM VrtccuAJ*
JbA fft,mi\\j biadb£ J&g WMfflvtAJ^ ft>Y-Vh<ar V\MK
b^ i^iAj ^iiclAi4s Yt*p jftvg -Wn teMIMfo fl

m/nU -y^u iMkM H to^QoftXid HftftA ~W\*M Kwi

yvkfrM \RMof avu oj(\& yc^rna ^ilMI !Ui
ftA^fVvU IX cum pit of ^DYiifirp^hbn. j&jhi
'\fayvj kBiii HyWKtiif' jM TyvDrii tyf fvu
ywn s^y jbJt ^M.

01 iw (KAm t/y^f imjv^/nj -fo corw^M jjg*
fgbmfr~ fa 1flt-ti Dafhi pbd^Mlil^ f<MwVy wndl -rKt
Vm rt mM-tTh4 - 011 vW uJ-d irrwic|H/y fo hv).p -jrKt
WrtriwI ima.gVN ±K nkyhpnffiip wi-frv* jYx

—?
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Write in the box the number of the question you are answering
on this page as it. is designated in the exiun.

0_ ffilM ~M YWiymA ;____.TVu ftftwi\\J\

ft yftfwff j^g faAW b-F tVu f(MTiA Vvj Ik
tezlte faiatey fvlW f__fl_i_ iMIbi IH-m

HfV\gu-v ca__i ioMjp^ ff) ih& hbvt.K if -fW>u
nit) )nirt Ml -fV\^-VRt. __ PAifMfYVOVp . •»- Uy^v
__. 8HIQ ftMA|'\MTKA4 VM\ti fhU'Vn ^my\ Hi
^ tfl^ bti ua>.f, cQ____in_ a -ft* b0Mt _~TKc

AVl. E.fckr* of-VKx fA/mtVj vivi^ ^u. fqjrvu//

mvsjy&i <L £MxM frh"0r> fe_____ to •fr '̂Vyj
flM -fy flr04.



Write in the box the number of the question you are answering
on this page as it is designated in the exam. Quezon I. J'/

Tfig- ?Aarft j_Jbj_jj_ __»& is n, pepsin uhjch aimmlLge
rn ___£_ Vo an ettkiffi QWlrj. _____ _____ ho.s beer) on m& \ar\d
£o< sq \onaJhe UQff____nre VnJinQj&_ri£a:.le i£

v

s>Wva\A re A VW- -Vfe?. aloujrx nr Le:: __ j__g_ As ___,-•_!• AAOJM \-^>,^\. I '• V ' --^—- WiV. • : V^-J u 1 l_l U--WT-- I *^i »-'V^

LQnmgn _)___, altoA yV ___£, Vh^^s q_ q\\ -Uv j__a__ _____
Jifeev Ujq ____We jqga^k^aA -Hig)>?- AUW^uch Vlv. W

C.ow\o\ p____^___toa i_t yeii
.MaVhe/ and OUu^^SL^JQoiLry, Vhe- _____ o_s En&&j hiMs

-\WauqK q___ the pog.rh;b\ccc\ pf a ____5__j____a

_j^_q__^oq \Vv ___ q_ fabad __t gay ,A Is q prf
q£ \V\p £_i__\u_\___ S^_ \V __& <yrtujr\ qj__ in jj__
4^t.i\."TV\.f. ___££. n£ \Y\e~ Vfee, is ___ fe_ fty^
Qt£_ \)pa[oY\lnn W) __%_ p____ _ j__ _____{__U
___• <^, __, ryrrf quer fee bof.

MpVW and ____ \pi\V. a_x_ wboLj^ could, did
t4J_ Vty flaangu ^»u aa *H ap Sac fh<?- ^rvrp -Then
fen\\-7-e.^r\<? \<fp. mneam mr»fe.\c> ___ •Ui^n ____
:rhe mrirqafae_QQid,"Tloh .umhfllkgj -VYira cafe- feoC
V)\ocv\ ___: YV\or\&h. FifloAU jjtQ_ ____ _2____
mi'N £arni\\ ____ wfe W rhp. ___n_s j___
fffgg- _£_
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s Write in the box the number of the question you are answering //-»/
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X /\ f K,'r& j__gj|__ <\~ __. _____jv ^Wvi.t u-p-rt/ _________a}g

____ "i^rir __g kiforwWwp _____ j__fcs ____ Jd: s-ve^_L-_v_.
1€^u^^_;

____!___ ______ rxUb rt><r ______}!_, _______ ij__ IUniwj l^^^A^hrf^Adc>*
_____ "ja ^i_£ ____^____ cmli: ______ ^ _____eJ: e.^p yec\,c„

_Z__fe _______lo_ ^____ Sell jQk: g_2__, ____i__^ __________ __a_jino/l^c^^ 3^

hjA^SiS^^JChiS}^. bd§ ______ j___t_ >-H~m-^, j___o___ga ______-jq___st
_Li±E)!2_iy:_^____J

L_______i (wi _U__gg i____j ______y u^uM uo\rc\iA urjAK o/u/i-^r. i'f ^ /,wy

_^__ «Yv. Vr_f ls3u_^=__ te^ '̂i/hi. _t__;
u/KiV

j/rtepr^ag e,


